


...
.in

si
de

S
O

U
T

H
E

R
N

 A
S

IA
-P

A
C

IF
IC

 O
U

T
L

O
O

K
 •

 M
A

Y
 -

 J
U

N
E

 2
0

0
5

02

Southern Asia-Pacific Outlook
editor Jonathan Catolico

associate editor Romhelyn Gay Tuballes

contributing editor Jose Sarsoza, Jr.

contributing editor Maxine MJ Bell

creative editor Rhoen Catolico

field editors
Bernard Baidya

Donald Zabala
Marthen Saluy

Kenneth Suanzanang 
Larry Feir 

Simon Siew 
Ultimino Rivera, Jr. 
Richard McEdward 

Djoko Soewarso 
Matt Dodd 

Alberto Gulfan, Jr. president
G. T. Ng secretary

George Egwakhe treasurer
Gary Glenn Johnson undertreasurer

Gary George Rustad asso. secretary/avs
Roy Roberts asso. treasurer

Moldy Mambu asso. treasurer
Abdulmussin Abdulmajid adventist muslim relations

John Duroe ministerial/global mission
Abner Roque stewardship/trust services
Jonathan Catolico communication/acm

Hendrik Sumendap sabbath school & personal ministries
Ellen Missah children/family life/women ministries

Hiskia Missah youth ministries/parl/nso
Johnny Lubis publishing ministries/sop

Vivencio Bermudez asso. publishing
Abraham Carpena health ministries

Stephen Guptill education
Gladden Flores asso. education/amicus

Octofien Sumendap shepherdess international
Joel Habaradas philanthropic services

3	 Outlook and Hindsight

4	 Evangelism Wins 307

4	 Baptism Highlights Camp Meeting

5	 Public Seminar Gains Mileage in Soul Winning

5	 Fund-Raising Course Generates More Support

6	 Adventist Church Initiates SADFree Movement

7	 Writing Seminars Awakens Dormant Skills

7	 Public Seminar Gains Mileage in Soul Winning

8	 Government Dignitaries Join 

	 Adventist’ Centennial Celebration

9	 Government and Adventists in Healthy Lifestyle Festival

10	 Teachers Get Ready for Language School Opening 

	 in Yagon

10	 Women’s Ministries Take Ladies to A Night Out

11	 Discipleship Training Gains New Disciples

11	 Evangelistic Campaign Reaps 108 Souls

12	 Indonesia Evangelism Series Yields over 190 Baptisms

13	 Two Missionaries and A Lady

14	 Local Church Breaks Ground for School Building

14	 First Nationwide Shepherdess Convention 

	 Attracts 280 Women

15	 ADRA Inaugurates New Philippine Headquarters



Countdown to World Session
    of Seventh-day Adventists
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Jonathan C Catolico, Ph.D. is the Outlook and director of Communication and Adventist 
Chaplaincy Ministries departments. He also coordinates the Adventist News Network, Adventist 
Television Network, and Adventist World Radio operations in the Southern Asia-Pacific region. S
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EAST INDONESIA UNION

Evangelism Wins 7

CENTRAL PHILIPPINE UNION

Baptism Highlights Camp 
Meeting

Evangelism Wins 307



NORTH PHILIPPINE UNION

Public Seminar Gains Mileage in Soul Winning

LAGUNA, PHILIPPINES – The two-week evangelistic campaign held in 
Victoria, Laguna, April 9-23, has gained 108 new members for the church 
and revitalized the faith of Adventists who attended the nightly meetings.
	 Abner S Roque, Stewardship and Trust Services director for the 
Adventist church in the Southern Asia-Pacific region, held this campaign 
with his wife Eleanor, Women’s Ministries director and Education associate 
director for the church in the northern Philippines.
	 Every night, before the presentations of family life and spiritual mes-
sages, the health booths set up for the duration of the seminar conducted 
services on physical therapy and blood sugar tests. “The streamers displaying 
the health hazards of smoking, alcohol and drugs enhanced the learning of 
those who came nightly,” remarked Pastor Roque.
	 On April 16, at the first Saturday baptism, 59 were baptized. Five of 
them were amputees on wheelchairs and crutches. They were assisted at the 
pool by Osias Llasos, a physical therapist serving as lay leader.  On Sunday, 
April 17, an Adventist physician, Dr. Obriz Paglinawan, provided his serv-
ices to conduct the Operation Tuli, where children of right age were given 
free circumcision services.
	 Pastor Reymundo Torres, executive secretary for the South-Central 
Luzon region, took four nights as speaker during Pastor Roque’s absence, 
when the latter went to conduct a Stewardship and Trust Services certifi-
cation seminar at the church headquarters in Northeastern Mindanao in 
Southern Philippines.
	 During the last Sabbath of the campaign, 49 others joined the bap-
tism. This brought in 108 new church members resulting from the cam-
paign. 
	 “We were happy to know that a big percentage of those who came for 
the meetings were sincere searchers of truth and were baptized to the Ad-
ventist faith,” said Ariel Matira, district pastor and coordinator of the event. 
	 Roque was very impressed with the organization of the meetings for 
“having a strong support from the laity.”  He also discovered that “a com-
bination of family and spiritual approaches was very effective in winning 
people to Christ as evidenced by the baptism of 98 percent of those who 
came nightly.”
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CENTRAL PHILIPPINE UNION

Government Dignitaries Join 
Adventists’ Centennial Celebration

Fund-Raising Course 
Generates 
More Support

WEST INDONESIA UNION
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Philippine Undersecretary
Present at Adventist Health Movement

NORTH PHILIPPINE UNION

Undersecretary and Executive Director 
Dionisio Santiago of the Dangerous Drugs Board 
was guest speaker at the pinning ceremony of the 
SADFREE Movement, Inc., March 30.
	 SADFREE which stands for Smoking, Alcohol and Drugs 
Free Movement was aimed at helping the youth of the country 
from the influence of prohibited drugs.  This was initiated by 
church leaders in San Ildefonso, Bulacan, and hoping to spread 
out to all towns and villages of the Philippines in order to pro-
vide guidance in conducting drug-free initiatives for the young 
people.
	 The leadership believes that the “SADFREE” young peo-
ple of San Ildefonso will be healthy, strong, and smart leaders of 
the Philippines in the near future. One of the priority projects 
of Mayor Edgardo V Galvez of San Ildefonso, the Adventist 
Church through its Adventist Community Services led by Pas-
tor Ronnie Genebago coordinates the movement. 
	 Representatives of different government agencies were also 
in attendance: Bernie Bondoc of the PDEA; Madam Lilia B. 
Dulay, Chief Prevention Education and Community Involve-
ment Services, DDB; Board Member Erning Sulit, Provincial 
LGU; Bulacan Mayor Boy Cruz, representing the League of 

Municipalities of the Philippines; a representative from the 
office of Congresswoman Lorna Silverio; , Jon Jon Mendoza of 
the office of the BM; Teofila R. Villanueva, leading the group 
from the Department of Education; Madam Lalaine Alfanoso 
of the Adventist Church in Northern Philippines; and Mr. 
Armando Bernardo of the Adventist Community Services. 
	 Other attendees were: a representative from the office 
of Dr. Josie Valdez of the Bulacan Agricultural State College; 
Philippine National Police of Bulacan representatives  P/Insp. 
Feliza Manaig, C/Insp. Myrna Reyes, and a representative 
from the office of PNP Provincial Director- P/Supt. Benedict 
Michael B. Fokno; Hanipher Sullano from Have a Heart for 
the Child Foundation; Councilor Isagani Illescas of the Rotary 
Club Midtown; and Reverend Johann Sebastian of the Pinaod 
Roman Catholic Church.
	 The Pinning Ceremony was conducted at San Ildefonso 
Gymnasium.  Close to 1000 students were pinned with an 
insignia of SADFREE, as a sign of their commitment to abstain 
from smoking, drinking and using illegal drugs.  Presently, more 
than 1000 members from eight high schools of San Ildefonso, 
Bulacan have been issued membership certificates representing 
all villages or barangays of San Ildefonso. 

NORTH PHILIPPINE UNION

Adventist Church Initiates 
“SADFree” Movement

[Petronio M Genebago/Outlook]
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MYANMAR UNION

Writing Seminar Awakens 
Dormant Skills 

Malaysia: Young Couples and Children 
Attend Retreat

Kedah, Malaysia - One hundred and thirty participants from 
various Malay churches, mostly ladies (70%), young couples 
and children convened at the panoramic Gunung Jerai Resort, 
Kedah, April 22-24, for the 3 rd Mission-wide Malay Retreat 
organized by the Youth Department of the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church in Peninsular Malaysia (PMM) with the theme, 
Spirit-Led Lifestyle: Right Thinking Leads to Right Living that 
enhanced the spiritual lifestyle of those attending.
	 Ellen Missah, Children, Women and Family Ministries 
Director of the Adventist Church in the Southern Asia-Pacific 
region, was the main presenter. Pastor Terrance Sim Tian Sang, 
Executive Secretary and Communication Director of the church 
in Peninsular Malaysia facilitated the event. 
	 Dr. Missah stressed how women could become exceptional 
in the society—mentally, emotionally, socially and spiritually.  
She emphasized that they could have a quality lifestyle being 
outstanding Christian ladies by understanding, desiring and ap-
plying this in their lives. 
	 Other than touching on self-image that comes out of a 
Christian life, good communication in relationships was one of 
the topics discussed. 
	 “This three-day gathering will give a lot of guidance to us in 
our relationship with each other and with those around us,” cho-
rused the participants. “And we look forward to another activity 
of this kind in the near future.” [Renie Ubara]

Sri Lanka President, Prime Minister Attend 
ADRA Water Project Ceremony

SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND - The Honorable Prime 
Minister of Sri Lanka Mahinda Rajapaksha and Her Excellency 
President Chandrika Kumratunga Badaraneyaka attended the 
opening ceremony for a building project in Sri Lanka for which 
the Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) is pro-
viding water.
	 ADRA will provide water to the 200 permanent houses 
that will be built on 78 acres of land provided by the Sri Lankan 
government. The development will be located in the Tangalle di-
vision of the Hambantota District of Sri Lanka, one of the areas 
hit the hardest by last December’s tsunami. Each house will be 
made with environmentally friendly heat resistant bricks, and 
will accommodate two bedrooms, a kitchen, dining room, ve-
randa, and an outside connecting bathroom.
	 Conrad Vine, acting country director of ADRA Sri Lanka, 
and Julio Paula, ADRA project director for the Hambantota 
District, represented ADRA at the ceremony held March 15.
	 ADRA continues its relief efforts to the tsunami survivors 
in Asia and Africa through projects such as the distribution of 
medicine, water purification systems, and livelihood support.
	 ADRA is present in more than 120 countries providing in-
dividual and community development and disaster relief with-
out regard to political or religious association, age, or ethnicity.
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Government Dignitaries Join Adventists’ Centennial 
Celebration
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Government and Adventists in 
Healthy Lifestyle Festival
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NORTH PHILIPPINES:

Women’s Ministries Take Ladies 
To A Night Out

MYANMAR UNION

Teachers Get Ready 
for Language School 
Opening in Yangon
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WEST INDONESIA:

Evangelistic Campaign 
Reaps 108 Souls

MYANMAR

Discipleship Training Gains 
New Disciples
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Indonesia Evangelism Series
Yields over 190 baptisms

[Nahum Z Nenoharan/AND] 

continue next page....

A plan was set up, during the Annual Committee of the Adventist Church in West Indonesia, for a series 
of evangelistic efforts to be held at Kupang, capital of East Nusa Tenggara Province, from May 25-June 4, 
2005. 
	 Pastor Johnny Lubis, Publishing Director for the Adventist church in the Southern Asia-Pacific region (SSD), 
came to Nusa Tenggara in February to start the groundwork for the crusade. 

Indonesia Evangelism Series 
Yields over 190 baptisms

	 The program was prepared for the invited speaker, 
Pastor Teofilo Ferera, but word came that Ferera could not 
meet the schedule. Still very hopeful, the coordinating team 
continued to pray for another man to be sent by the General 
Conference. Then came Pastor Brian P McMahon, Amazing 
Facts coordinator and evangelist, and his wife, Heidi, at Eltari 
Airport on May 23, accompanied by Dr. Reuel Almocera, 
Professor at the Adventist International Institute of Advanced 
Studies (AIIAS) in the Philippines.
	 The evangelistic effort started in the 
evening of May 25,  in a Gymnasium Hall 
called Gedung Olaraga Flobamora, which 
stands for the four major islands in the east 
Nusa Tenggara Province(Flo=Flores island, 
BA = Sumba island, Mo-Timor Island and 
RA-Alor Island). The gym can hold approxi-
mately 4000 people. 
	 During the opening program, Pastor 
Nahum Z Nenoharan gave a brief report 
about the preparations made and welcomed 
Pastor and Mrs. Brian McMahon, Pastor 
Lubis from SSD, Pastor Banjarnahor, Pub-
lishing Director for the Adventist church in West Indonesia, 
and Pastor Sinaga from the Indonesia Publishing House in 
Bandung. 
	 Mr. Johanes Kosapilawan represented the Governor of 
East Nusa Tenggara Province, Mr. Pieter Alexander Tallo S H, 
who was out of the country.
	 Before reading the governor’s message, Kosapilawan 
told of his childhood when his father, a protestant pastor on 
the island of Timor, treated everyone who was sick in their vil-
lage that eventually made their house like a hospital. 

	 Kosapilawan challenged everyone, to not only fulfill the 
spiritual needs of the person, but also to be ready to meet the 
physical needs of those being ministered to. 
	 Also present was Mr. Hengki Pelauphesi the Manager of 
TVRI Station of Kupang on Air, which broadcast the opening 
program all over the islands of East Nusa Tenggara province. 
The attendance during that night was around 2000 adults plus 
children. 

	 Every night, attendance increased as people 
from all over the province and beyond be-
came eager to know about the truth. Church 
members in Timor are farmers where their 
livelihood counts on every hour of toiling 
in the fields, but that didn’t keep them from 
coming to the meeting place two hours ear-
lier. 
	 Before the beginning of this reaping effort, 
satellite evangelisms were held in 36 churches 
and companies by speakers, pastors, including 
the Nusa Tenggara Mission officers and staff, 
teachers, literature evangelists and some lay-
men. It reached non-Adventists and in their 

testimonies, they said they had never heard about the Sabbath 
before. After further study of the Bible, these people started to 
request for a truck that could transport them and their church 
leader every night to the meetings of Pastor McMahon.  
	 The people from other churches participated in leading 
out in the songs. Everyone believed it was the work of the Holy 
Spirit when every night suspicious police would come and 
guard the halls. Rumor had it that some of them were spies and 
that the devil was trying to weaken somebody’s faith to affect 
others’. 

[Nahum Z Nenoharan/AND] 
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Indonesia Evangelism, from previous page Two Missionaries and a Lady
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PHILIPPINES

First Nationwide 
Shepherd Convention 
Attracts 280 Women

Local Church Breaks 
Ground for School 
Building

First Nationwide
Shepherdess Convention
Attracts 280 Women
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ADRA Inaugurates 
New Philippine Headquarters



Homes
of Hope

Sharing the great news of
Jesus and His return! The Hope Channel is the 

Adventist denomination’s 

television network. The World 

Church encourages you to join 

Homes of Hope by getting 

the Hope Channel in your 

home and community. By 

connecting communities to the 

Hope Channel, members and 

Conferences are using powerful 

television technology to reach 

the masses who don’t know Jesus 

and His last day message.

Become a Home of Hope

Watch Hope Channel on a satellite dish or a cable 
network.

Request Hope Channel be added to your local 
cable television and small dish networks. Contact your 
local mission/conference communication director.

Register as a Home of Hope at www.hopetv.org/
homesofhope to receive special offers and announce-
ments.

Pray for the Hope Channel’s unique ministry to 
reach the masses who don’t know Jesus and His truth 
for the last days.

Add daily programs from the Hope Channel and 
energize your Home of Hope.

See God bring new people to your church as they 
encounter truth filled television designed with them in 
mind.

Get Hope Channel in your 
neighbor’s homes and watch 

God change lives.

For more information, please contact:

Communication Department
Southern Asia-Pacific Division
P.O. Box 40
4118 Silang, Cavite, PHILIPPINES


