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Example of a Daily Bible Reading/Study Plan
This is to help you begin the habit of listening and talking to God each day.  The purpose of reading the Bible everyday is to grow in a love relationship with God – not just to gain head knowledge.

So, before you read, pray and ask God to reveal Himself to you that you might fall more deeply in love with Him each day.

While reading the suggested passages below (under READ), try and do the following:

1. Look for a verse that stands out to you or speaks to you personally.

2. Take a pen or pencil and put a little “FV” by that verse in your Bible. (FV stands for Favorite Verse).

3. Spend a few minutes meditating on how and why that is your favorite.

4. Using that verse, pray for yourself and others.  For example, in James, Chapter 1, your favorite verse might be verse 5, which might cause you to pray something like this: 

a. For yourself:  “Give me Your wisdom, God, that I might see life, myself and people through Your eyes. Thank you that You will give Your wisdom.”

b. For others: “Lord, please begin to reveal Your wisdom to ____________ so that they might come to know You more deeply.

5. As you grow accustomed to your Bible study time, begin to ask the more in depth questions as listed under the How to Study the Bible section.

We’re beginning with the book of James because it is a very practical, down to earth book that gets you interested.  Read a chapter a day if you can; if not, try a paragraph each day.

READ:





FAVORITE VERSE:
James 1




___________________

James 2




___________________

James 3




___________________

James 4




___________________

James 5




___________________

After James, begin reading the following books :

1. John (this will walk you through the life of Christ)

2. Philippians (positive attitude during difficult circumstances)

3. Mark (the life of Christ seen from a slightly different perspective)

4. Ephesians (all that we have been given in Christ and how to live)

5. Matthew (another walk through the life of Christ)

6. Romans (the big picture of life and salvation from God’s perspective)

7. Luke (another walk through the life of Christ with yet another perspective)

8. Read the rest of the New Testament books that you haven’t previously read

Description of useful Bible Study Resources
Concordance – Concerned with Location of Words in Scripture

The concordance is an alphabetical listing of all the words found in the Bible (some are exhaustive and some are not) along with a reference to where you can find the word used in Scripture.  They are listed in order of use from Genesis through Revelation.  Each reference cited is accompanied by a brief introductory phrase from the verse.


Example: 
ABROAD – beyond the boundaries




Of the Canaanites spread a ……………..Gen.10:18




People were scattered a…………………Ex.5:12




Tribes which…scattered a………………James 1:1

(the a stands for abroad)

Words that are in such common usage that you are not likely to refer to them in searching for a particular passage are not included in most concordances, (Words such as: at, be, by, came, then, they, to, was.…)

Recommend: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance
Biblical Index – Concerned with the Ideas of Scripture
It lists verses by subject matter rather than specific words.

Example: Gen 2:18-24 is an important passage about marriage, but it does not contain the word marriage.

It’s an excellent tool when you can’t locate a particular verse but there is a specific subject matter that you are trying to study.  This will immediately put you in touch with examples.

Also, you can trace the basic principles of life that are rooted in the Bible. (Blessings of God, prayer, integrity…)

Recommend: Nelson’s Three-in-One Bible Reference (Concordance, topical index and dictionary)

Bible Dictionary – Concerned with the Definition of Words

A dictionary gives the background and meaning of words by providing their definitions, roots (origination) and pronunciation. Check each particular Bible dictionary to see how they arrange the above information.  The dictionary is another extremely valuable source of information in your study.

Recommend: SDA Bible Dictionary (another source: A New Bible Dictionary by Eerdmans)

Bible Study Resources

Note: Keep in mind that all you really have to have is a Bible and the Holy Spirit – all other resources are just helps.  Don’t feel that you have to go out and purchase a lot of items to be a good student of God’s word.  Add to your resources as you are able; take time to begin researching which items you would most like to have.

Study Bibles: The General Conference Biblical Research Department recommends the following as their top three choices for modern English translations: 

New King James Version
(updated to remove archaic language and incorporate the best manuscript        sources)

Revised Standard Version 
     (the traditional 1950’s translation) 

New American Standard Bible       Exceptionally good for its loyalty to the    readings of the original languages.


Note: Become acquainted with all the helps available in your Bible.  Most of the above will have good marginal references, concordances, maps, etc….
Other translations that are good to have available: (consider getting a parallel edition that will have two or three translations side by side.)

Thompson Chain Reference Bible-NIV
A good topical study Bible

New International Version Study Bible
A good background study Bible

New International Version


Easy to read

Paraphrases can be used for easy reading but do not rely on them for authenticity. They can often serve the purpose of making it easier for you to get a quick grasp of the subject matter, you might use a paraphrase on the first reading and then read it for study in a reliable translation.  Examples of paraphrases include: The Life Application Bible, The Clear Word Message and Living Bible.  (For some, reading a chapter from a paraphrase causes them to say: “Oh, that’s what this story is about. Then they can read it in a translation and be able to understand what is going on.)

Bible Handbooks:

Handbook of SDA Theology

Vol.12 of SDA Commentary Series 

Richard’s Complete Handbook
Word

Haley’s Bible Handbook


Zondervan

Eerdman’s Bible Handbook

Eerdmans

Other important and useful study tools:
A Bible on computer program 

SDA Bible Commentary Series

People & Places in the Bible


Barbour Books
John Farrar

Lists all the proper names (and how to pronounce) in the Bible from Aaron to Zuzims!  It gives the meaning of the names of people and identifies the names of locations.

Dynamic Bible Study Methods

Victor Books

author: Rick Warren

(12 different Bible study methods are explained in simple step by step instructions)

Sample of Bible Study Methods
Participation Study – a study to make the Bible more vivid to you.  Participation has to do with “living” a story as we read it. As you read you mentally go where the people go and see what they see! Feel the atmosphere and imagine the looks on the faces of those around you, listen to the tones of their voices.  While is true that unless scripture tells us we don’t truthfully know what their thoughts were, or the expressions of their face. But as we climb into the story and color in the missing pieces it allows us to get into the actual truth perhaps more deeply.   We must not let our experience alter the meaning of the Bible, but, we should let our experience open our eyes to the meaning of the Bible.
Example: Luke 13:10-13 (The story of Jesus healing the woman who was bent over and could not stand straight up.)

Write the story in your own words.  You can be the woman bent over. What were your thoughts as you came in to worship on Sabbath? Did people stare at you or not even pay attention to you? What did things look like at your eye level? What went though your mind when Jesus called attention to you?  Don’t rush your story ―describe it from as many angles as possible.

Or, you can be someone watching what happened. Had you noticed the woman when she walked in―had you ever seen her before?  What were her clothes like?  Did she look happy or sad?  Did you want to speak with her or avoid her? Et cetera. 

Deductive Bible Study – This is probably the most often used method of study in the Adventist church―what we often refer to as a “fill in the blank” study.  We usually begin the study with a conclusion already in mind, then we look up verses that prove the conclusion to be correct.  Example:  You want to share what you believe about the Second Coming. Well, we know that Jesus will come again, every eye will see Him and the dead in Christ will rise.  We then study for the sake of proving these things to be true. Deductive study often involves verses from a variety of Bible books. Or we take a Revelation Seminar or one of the prepared doctrinal studies and we fill in the blanks as we look up the verses that have been given to us.

Inductive Bible Study – We study for the sake of discovery. We begin reading areas of the Bible that deal with the Second Coming. Say we read 1 Thessalonians, Chapter 4. We read it with the intent of discovering what is true. Instead of dealing with a lot of verses scattered throughout scripture we take a whole chapter or book of the Bible and study that.  We come to the same conclusion as in the deductive method but we tend to see and understand more along the way. A key to inductive study is to first survey the whole. (Read the entire chapter of 1Thessalonians 4. You are not trying to find any specific facts – you are just wanting to get a sense of the whole story). Then we study the parts. (Look at each verse and see what it teaches. We take the time to consider who Paul was speaking to and why he was even discussing this issue with them.) Then we summarize the whole. (We find that Paul was speaking about holy living and admonishing us to live quiet lives, mind our own business, and do the work set before us.  He offers the words on the Second Coming as encouragement and a reason for hope.)  

Resource book for a variety of Bible Study methods:


Dynamic Bible Study Methods
Victor Books

Author: Rick Warren


(12 different Bible study methods are explained in simple step by step instructions)
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