Women’s Ministries

Leadership Certification Program


GROUP SESSION—PRAYER

(ACTIVITY SHEET #1)
ACTIVITIES:

· Study Daniel’s prayer in chapter 9:4-19



List what Daniel says about his people



List what Daniel says about God



How does this relate to today’s Christians?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

· When is the best time for personal devotions?

· Does God always answer prayer?

· Why did Jesus so often find a quiet place to pray alone?

· At what age should children be taught to pray?

EXERCISES:

· Prayer groups

· Discuss personal prayer needs

· Have a “chain prayer”

Form a circle.  Hold hands.  One person starts with a sentence prayer, then she squeezes the hand of the woman next to her who prays and then squeezes the next woman’s hand.  The last person says “Amen” after her sentence prayer.  

PRAYER

(Activity Sheet #1 cont.)
· Prayer meeting at Church

· Prayer time alone with God

· Prayer list for others

· Prayer chain in the Church

· Prayer partners

· Prayer for members

· Prayer Answer Book

· Prayer with neighbors

· Prayer with hospital patients

· Prayer with women’s group

· Prayer with new parents

· Prayer with the bereaved

· Prayer with students

· Prayer with newlyweds

· Prayer for pastor and family

GROUP SESSION—BIBLE STUDY
(ACTIVITY SHEET #2)
ACTIVITIES:

· Choose a woman from the Bible and act out her story

· Make a bookmark with your favorite text. Decorate with dried flowers or a colored picture

· Have a Bible marking session covering one topic

· Write a poem about a woman in the Bible

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

· Is the Bible relevant for today?

· What is the best way to study the Bible; topically, book-by-book, beginning to end, or by passage?

· What is your favorite text and why?

· Which scripture has been a special blessing in your life?

EXERCISES:

· Read John 4:1-42



Study Christ’s method of reaching people.



What did He promise the woman?



What did she do when He told her He was Messiah?



What lessons can we learn for today?

BIBLE STUDY

(Activity Sheet #2 cont.)

· Join a Bible study at Church

· Form a Home Bible Study Group

· “Read the Bible Through” Week

· Underline God’s promises

· Memorize portions of scripture

· Make a Promise Box

· Study:




Fruits of the Spirit (Gal. 5)




The Christian Armor (Eph. 6)




Heroes of Faith (Heb. 11)




The Beatitudes (Matt. 5)




Spiritual Gifts (1 Cor. 12)




The Lord’s Prayer (Matt. 6)




The Shepherd Psalm (Ps. 23)

GROUP SESSION—THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY
(ACTIVITY SHEET #3)

ACTIVITIES:

· Memorize Desire of Ages, p. 250-251 or Steps To Christ, p. 47.

· Fold a page of paper into quarters.  Copy a quotation and decorate.  Use as a card and send to a friend.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

· Should Spirit of Prophecy books be used for Scripture reading during Church services?  Why?

· Is the Spirit of Prophecy




a.   Equal with the Bible

b. Above the Bible

c. A lesser light to guide to greater light

· How should the Spirit of Prophecy messages be used?

a. As an aid for personal growth

b. As a rule by which to critically judge others

· Are the Spirit of Prophecy writings helpful to modern-day Christians?  How have they helped you to grow?

EXERCISES:

· What do you know about the life of Ellen G. White?

· What specific instruction has been of help to you?

POSITIVE LIFESTYLE

(ACTIVITY SHEET #4)
“Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent,” John 17:3, NIV.

· Thank God for His daily protection and guidance

· Make gradual changes and establish a regular daily schedule

· Prepare food simply: steam or bake instead of frying

· Eat as wide a variety of foods as possible

· Chew food thoroughly

· Do not overcook fruits and vegetables

· Save liquid from cooking vegetables to use for soup

· Limit use of fats, sugar, oil, meat, milk, and eggs

· Follow these guidelines to provide fuel for the day’s work and restful sleep at night: Eat breakfast like a King; lunch like a Prince; and supper like a Pauper

· Drink 6 glasses of water each day

· Walk briskly for daily exercise (15 miles a week)

· Walk with your family after mealtime when possible

· Breathe deeply whenever you have the opportunity

· Share your new lifestyle with others

· Trust in God and relax in the peace He provides

· Don’t snack between meals

· Avoid cigarettes, alcohol, coffee, and strong spices

· Have faith in the God of all creation

GROUP SESSION—LIFESTYLE

(ACTIVITY SHEET #5)
ACTIVITIES:
· Do some simple exercises (neck, arm, leg, etc.)

· Make a group circle and massage the neck and back of the woman in front of you

· Share ideas among yourselves for healthier food preparation

· Demonstrate some simple food ideas

· Hand out healthful recipes

· Plan a day’s menu together using ideas for healthier meals

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
· How can you and your family live a healthier lifestyle?

· Why should Christians live different lives than others?

· What will you do with the 6-7 extra years the Lord provides for those who live a healthier lifestyle?

EXERCISES:

· Make a list of lifestyle changes which you can adopt

· Make a daily schedule.  Include the following ideas:




time for exercise




time for drinking water




time for adequate sleep

· Read Daniel 1:




What meal plan did Daniel suggest to the king’s servant?  




What difference did a healthy diet make to the 4 friends?  




How would such a diet help us today?

GROUP SESSION—WITNESSING

(ACTIVITY SHEET #6)

ACTIVITIES:
· Divide into small groups and go through the Personal Witnessing Ideas List
· Read through the Mentoring page to discover what it means to become a mentor

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

· How can you become a more active witness?

· How can you get started as a mentor?

PERSONAL WITNESSING IDEAS LIST

(ACTIVITY SHEET #7)


Yes

No

1.
Have I shared the gospel with anyone this month?
(    ) 

(    )

2.
Have I contacted any absent members during the 



past month?






(    ) 

(    )

3.
Have I invited someone who doesn’t attend any 


particular church to attend church with me?

(    ) 

(    )

4.
Have I welcomed new neighbors and invited them 


to come with me to church?




(    ) 

(    )

5.
Do I make church visitors feel welcome?


(    ) 

(    )

6.
Do I fellowship with the congregation after the services?(    ) 

(    )

7.
Do I pray for opportunities to share God’s love with 


others?







(    ) 

(    )

8.
Do I pray at home for my pastor and church members?
(    ) 

(    )

9.
Do I greet the children in my church by name?

(    ) 

(    )

10.
Do I pray for the Holy Spirit to give me a love for those 


who do not yet know Him?




(    ) 

(    )

11.
Do I know how to give Bible studies?



(    ) 
 
(    )

12.
Have I given any Bible studies to non-SDAs this month?
(    ) 

(    )

13.
Have I joined a prayer group?




(    ) 

(    )

NEW MEMBER ASSIMILATION QUESTIONNAIRE

(ACTIVITY SHEET #8)

The answers to these questions will help you see how effective you are in keeping the interest of new members.

Check either ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ for each statement.  Then come together, discuss your findings, and decide among yourselves what your church can do to improve.

SECTION 1  SEARCHING






Yes

No
a.
Faith, Hope, and Love are taught regularly at our 

[   ]

[   ]


church by our pastors and lay people.

b.
The good news of the Gospel is lived out in our 

[   ]                  [   ]


teachings.  

c.
I am pleased with the number of ways our church uses 
[   ]                  [   ]


to attract newcomers.

d.
I like the positive image of our church which attracts 
[   ]                  [   ]


newcomers.
e.
Our members invite their non-church friends and family
[   ]                  [   ]


to attend services.

f.
Does my church have any of these additional ways of 



encouraging new members?









*Handbells






[   ]                  [   ]



*Choir






[   ]                  [   ]



*TV/Radio ads





[   ]                  [   ]



*Weekly newspaper ads




[   ]                  [   ]



*Attractive building




[   ]                  [   ]



*Community newsletter




[   ]                  [   ]



*Attractive signs outside the church


[   ]                  [   ]



  giving times of services, etc.




g.
Do any non-church community groups use our facilities 
[   ]                  [   ]


regularly?

(Activity Sheet 8 cont.)

SECTION 2  TESTING






Yes

No
a.
Our congregation recognizes visitors and has 

[   ]                  [   ]


appointed greeters.

b.
Visitors rarely leave our church without someone 

[   ]                  [   ]


getting their name and address for follow-up purposes.

c.
We have a fellowship hour after church services when 
[   ]                  [   ]


visitors are greeted warmly by regularly attending members.

d.
When visitors are uncertain about the order of service, 
[   ]                  [   ]


members offer to help.

SECTION 3  RETURNING/AFFILIATING




Yes

No
a.
We have lay members who call on the homes of our 
[   ]                  [   ]


visitors within a week of their visit to our church.

b.
We have other members who call on the homes

[   ]                  [   ]


of visitors within a month.

c.
We have church workers who make calling on 

[   ]                  [   ]


visitors a high priority.

d.
Our church has a bulletin describing our church 

[   ]                  [   ]


services, programs, and names our pastoral staff.

e.
A welcome letter is mailed to all visitors within a week.
[   ]                  [   ]

f.
We have a clean, attractive area and caring helpers 
[   ]                  [   ]


to attend to visitor’s baby needs.

g.
Our Sabbath School classes for all levels are of top quality. 












[   ]                  [   ]

h.
We have a member who interviews regularly attending 
[   ]                  [   ]


newcomers to decide which small group they should join.

(Activity Sheet 8 cont.)

i.
Our church has a variety of small groups (study, service, [   ]                  [   ]


or decision-making) which are ready to receive newcomers.

SECTION 4  JOINING






Yes

No
a.
We require all potential new members to attend new 
[   ]                  [   ]


member classes of four or more sessions.

b.
We make clear to new members what is expected of 
[   ]                  [   ]


them (attendance, etc.).

c.
We encourage new members to develop their own 
[   ]                  [   ]


personal devotions so they will grow and develop spiritually.

d.
We publicly receive all new members at a special time 
[   ]                  [   ]


during the worship service.

e.
Besides church service, we invite new members to a 
[   ]                  [   ]


social event (fellowship dinner, lunch with the pastor, etc.).

SECTION 5  GOING DEEPER





Yes

No
a.
Once or twice a year we have a program to

[   ]                  [   ]


“identify gifts” and assist new members in knowing 


for which areas of service they are best suited.

b.
We have lay members who keep in regular contact 
[   ]                  [   ]


with volunteers to prevent burnout.

c.
Our church believes that Christians should minister to
[   ]                  [   ]


others in the world, and offers supporting programs.

SECTION 6  BEING SENT






Yes

No
a.
We train and challenge newcomers to join in ministry 
[   ]                  [   ]


for new members.

b.
Our members consistently encourage community

[   ]                  [   ]


people to attend church.

SAMPLE ANNOUNCEMENT FOR NEW

MEMBERSHIP GROWTH





(ACTIVITY SHEET #9)


To help address our church’s needs and goals regarding new membership growth by Transfer of Membership and New Adventist Membership, the following recommendations have been made:

1.
Provide an announcement to members with a tear-off section inviting persons interested in attending a meeting to begin a program for assimilation of new members.

2.
Hold a meeting to get the committee started on a “Special Friend Program.”

3.
Have a quarterly “Welcome Luncheon” on a Sabbath, to which all new members for that quarter will be invited.

4.
Design a new member packet to be presented to the new member and explained by a ‘Special Friend.’  The packet includes information about the city, church activities and events, etc.

5.
A photo committee will take pictures of ALL church members.  The pictures will be labeled and posted on a wall to help people get better acquainted.  New member’s pictures will be added as they join.

6.
A poster will be displayed sharing details about the new member.  The ‘Special Friend’ is responsible for accomplishing this.

SPECIAL FRIEND WEEKLY ASSIGNMENT BOOKLET

(ACTIVITY SHEET #10)
These assignments are to be completed in order.  Report each assignment when completed.  Thanks!

______ 1.
Visit new member’s home.  Introduce yourself as a special friend.  Show your happiness that they are new members of the SDA Church.  If possible, leave Christian literature and encourage personal devotions.  Pray a short prayer and leave saying you will be looking for them at church on Sabbath.  (This should be a 5 minute visit)!

______ 2.
Visit new member’s home.  Give a copy of Church Bulletin.  Explain order of service and other items.  Mention that items about church family are found there.

______ 3.
Choose ONE of these:

a. Invite new member to your home for Sabbath dinner.

b. Invite new member to church fellowship dinner.

c. Invite new member to Sabbath picnic.

______ 4.
Visit new member’s home.  Give them some SDA literature if possible.

______ 5.
At church, introduce the new member to another member they do not already know.

______ 6.
Choose ONE of these:

a. Invite the new member home for a meal.

b. Share a hobby, outing, or go shopping together.

c. Take a gift of food to new member’s home.

______ 7.
Visit new member’s home.  Give copy of Sabbath School Quarterly, explain how each lesson is divided for daily study, how each question is answered with Bible text, and how extra material is provided.  Encourage new member to attend the Pastor’s Bible Class and suggest daily study from the quarterly.

(Activity Sheet 10 cont.)

______ 8.
Choose ONE of the following:

a. Take new member to visit nearest SDA school, seminary, or clinic.

b. Visit an SDA Publishing house if it is near you.

c. Provide a service of kindness—babysitting or help in another way to show you care.
______ 9.
Visit new member’s home.  Give a copy of local union paper.  Explain the magazine is free to all members and gives news of God’s church at work.

______ 10.
Visit new member and explain camp meeting.  Invite new member to attend with you.

______ 11.
Choose ONE of these:

a. Invite new member home for a meal.

b. Share a hobby, etc.

c. Take a gift of food.

______ 12.
Visit new member and give an SDA book, if possible.

______ 13.
Choose ONE of these:

a. Invite new member home for a meal.

b. Introduce new member to another member.

c. Take the new member on a trip or visit an SDA institution.

______ 14.
Visit new member and take an SDA publication.  Show them how to subscribe.

______ 15. 
Choose ONE of these:

a. Invite new member to join you in a witnessing activity (literature distribution, ingathering, prayer and fellowship group, etc.).

b. Invite new member to attend or help with church program such as Stop Smoking; Cooking School; Stress Clinic, etc.

______ 16.
Ask new member to share with a Sabbath School class or the congregation what led them into joining the SDA Church, or ask them to present scripture reading or another part of the service.

______ 17.
Visit the new member and explain about any SDA radio or television programs available in your area.  Write down a list of times and stations.

(Activity Sheet 10 cont.)

______ 18.
Visit new member’s home.  Take a copy of Desire of Ages, if possible.  Explain that this is the best one volume on the life of Christ.  DO NOT discuss the Spirit of Prophecy.  If the member is interested, contact a pastor.

______ 19.
Choose ONE of these:

a. Ask new member to visit sick or shut-in member with you.

b. Invite new member to share a talent with the church family (singing, playing an instrument, etc.).

c. Introduce new member to another member they have not met.  

______ 20.
Invite new member to help you enroll someone in Bible studies.  Involve them in attending the studies.  They may lead out sometimes, but always be there to guide.

______ 21.
Invite new member to visit a children’s Sabbath School class, Pathfinder session, SDA school, or Conference Office.  Show what SDAs are doing for our youth.

______ 22.
Share an SDA book with your new member.

______ 23.
Choose ONE of these:

a. Invite new member home to a meal.

b. Do something together outside of the church programs.

c. Share a gift of food.

______ 24.
Share your evaluation and suggestions for improvement of this Special Friend Weekly program with your pastor.

SPECIAL FRIEND WEEKLY REPORT
(ACTIVITY SHEET #11)
Date.........................................................
Week #...................................................

Your Name.........................................................................................................................

Friend’s Name...................................................................................................................

Did you make contact with this new member this week?..........................................

Did the new member attend church this Sabbath?....................................................

If not, why?........................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................

Comments:........................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................

Give this sheet to your pastor
SPECIAL FRIEND ASSIGNMENT RECORD

(ACTIVITY SHEET #12)
Special Friend........................................
New Member................................................

Address...................................................
Address........................................................

.................................................................
.....................................................................

.................................................................
.....................................................................

Telephone..............................................
Telephone.....................................................

Date of Assignment Report


Did new member attend Church?

Week 1...........................................................
Yes


No

Week 2...........................................................
Yes


No

Week 3...........................................................
Yes


No

Week 4...........................................................
Yes


No

Week 5...........................................................
Yes


No

Week 6...........................................................
Yes


No

Week 7...........................................................
Yes


No

Week 8...........................................................
Yes


No

Week 9...........................................................
Yes


No

Week 10.........................................................
Yes


No

Week 11.........................................................
Yes


No

Week 12.........................................................
Yes


No

Week 13.........................................................
Yes


No

Week 14.........................................................
Yes


No

Week 15.........................................................
Yes


No

Week 16.........................................................
Yes


No

Week 17.........................................................
Yes


No

Week 18.........................................................
Yes


No

Week 19.........................................................
Yes


No

Week 20.........................................................
Yes


No

Week 21.........................................................
Yes


No

Week 22.........................................................
Yes


No

Week 23.........................................................
Yes


No

Week 24.........................................................    Yes


No 

Comments:

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR SPECIAL FRIENDS

(ACTIVITY SHEET #13)
DOs
1.
DO LOVE THIS SOUL for whom Jesus died.  Verbally express your love and friendship.

2.
DO COMPLETE EACH ASSIGNMENT IN ORDER.  Make it your week’s goal to complete the project.

3.
DO HAND YOUR ASSIGNMENT REPORT to the pastor when done.

4.
DO CALL THE PASTOR with any questions that arise which you may not be able to answer.

5.
DO WELCOME AND GREET your new member at all church services and programs.

6.
DO LOOK FOR WAYS TO INVOLVE the new member in church projects, programs, and other activities.  Introduce them to members and church leaders.

7.
DO MAKE FREQUENT VERBAL REPORTS to your pastor about your new member’s progress.

8.
DO VERBALLY EXPRESS YOUR FRIENDSHIP to the new member.  But keep your visits short!

9.
DO SPEAK ONLY POSITIVELY regarding the church, the workers, the members, and the pastor.

10.
DO LEAVE EACH VISIT WITH PRAYER.  Make the new member glad they know you, and glad they are a member of our church.

DON’Ts

1. DON’T ANSWER DOCTRINAL QUESTIONS.  Leave that to the pastor.

2. DON’T PREACH OR GIVE ADVICE.  Your role is special friend, not pastor or advisor.

3. DON’T LET 2 WEEKS PASS WITHOUT CONTACTING YOUR NEW MEMBER.

(Activity Sheet 13 cont.)

4. DON’T BE SHOCKED AT NEW MEMBER’S SUGGESTIONS.  They sometimes slip into their old habits.

5. DON’T ACT SUPERIOR just because you have been a member longer.

6. DON’T GIVE MORE READING MATERIAL than is suggested in this program.

7. DON’T TELL the new member that you are assigned “to check up on them.”

8. DON’T TELL the new member that you give a response card to the pastor each week.

9. DON’T SHARE CHURCH GOSSIP or problems with new members.

10. DON’T DOWNGRADE OTHER DENOMINATIONS.

11. DON’T LET THE NEW MEMBER SEE YOUR ASSIGNMENT OR RESPONSE SHEET.  Make your visits as spontaneous as possible.

MENTORING

(ACTIVITY SHEET #14)
“Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others,” Philippians 2:4.

1. Do I understand what it means to be a mentor?

2. Has anyone been a mentor to me?

3. What life-changing experience has come from my being mentored?

4. Am I willing to:

· Take time to be a personal friend and mentor a new member, even if it might be inconvenient at times?

· To help a new member feel “at home” in my church?

· Be actively interested in explaining to others how they can share the gospel?

· Help develop spiritual talents in a new member?

· Listen and help when a new member has unexpected difficulties?

· Explain how the SDA church is organized?

· Stand by their side and help them make significant changes in their lifestyle?

· Encourage a new member as they change from their familiar, comfortable ways and adjust to walking the Christian path of service to others?

· Inspire, help, and pray for a new member?

· Share from my own life’s experience?

· To go the extra mile to help a person in need?

· To put the needs of a new member before my own needs?

· Mentor another without thought of earthly reward?

· Help new members focus on Christ in times of need?

· Teach others the Christian Way by my own example and point them to Jesus for their ultimate example?

THEN I CAN BE A MENTOR TO A NEW MEMBER!!!

ii. New members are BABES IN CHRIST.

(ACTIVITY SHEET #15)
Human Babies
Do not remember when born

Dependent on others

Born with capacity to love

Need to be fed nourishing liquid diet

Gains strength and grows

Develop & move one step at a time: crawl, walk, run

Need fresh air & sunshine

Must learn from parents

Thrive on hugs & affection

Need affirmation

Show their feelings through looks and smiles

Food and protection supplied by others

Parents attitude develops the baby’s sense of worth

Needs exercising

Impressionable

Teachable

Develop trust in parents and others

Become mature

Babes in Christ
Know when they were re-born

Need help in new way of life

Need fellowship

Feed on milk of God’s Word

Grow spiritually; 1 Peter 2:2,3; Matthew 4:4

Grow as Christians 

Need prayer and Jesus

Learn from mentor

Need affirmation from members

Accept without criticism

Appreciate fellowship with members

Members can provide much hospitality

New believers gain sense of value as children of God

Should witness; Mark 5:18-20

Ready to be taught

Willing to learn new ideas

Develop faith and trust in God their Heavenly Father

Centered on Christ, not self

NEW MEMBER SURVEY

(ACTIVITY SHEET #16)

PRESENT CHURCH___________________________________________________

To help the Seventh-day Adventist Church become more effective in its mission of reaching all classes of people everywhere, we are interested to learn how new converts become attracted to the church.  Your response will improve our future evangelistic methods.  This information will be handled in utmost confidence.

1.
I AM

Male (    )
Female (    )

2.
MY AGE IS 


(    )
8 to 11
(    )
30 to 34
(    )
65 to 74


(    )
12 to 15
(    )
35 to 44
(    )
75 to 79


(    )
16 to 24
(    )
45 to 54
(    )
80 or more


(    )
25 to 29
(    )
55 to 64

3.
THE LEVEL OF EDUCATION I HAVE COMPLETED IS:


(    )
Primary School
(    )
High School


(    )
College

(    )
Graduate School


(    )
Technical School
(    )
Other

4.
I WAS RAISED BY:


(    )
Both parents
(    )
Father only

(    )
Relatives


(    )
Mother only

(    )
Grandparents
(    )     Other
5.
CHRISTIAN BACKGROUND:


(    )
Both parents Christian


(    )
Only Father Christian


(    )
Only Mother Christian

(    )
Neither parent Christian
6.
MY PRESENT MARITAL STATUS IS:


(    )
Married
(    )
Separated
(    )
Divorced


(    )
Single

(    )
Widow
(    )
Widower

(Activity Sheet 16 cont.)

7.
CHILDREN:
Please indicate number in appropriate box


(    )
Preschool
(    )
High School

(    )
College


(    )
Elementary
(    )
Married

8.
MY OCCUPATION IS:


________________________________________________________________________

9.
MY COMMUNITY IS:


(    )
Large city


(    )
Suburb of large city


(    )
Medium city


(    )
Suburb of medium city


(    )
Small city


(    )
Suburb of small city


(    )
Rural

10.
RESIDENCE:

I have lived at my current address for: _________________________________________

11.
I ACCEPTED CHRIST AS MY SAVIOR WHEN I WAS____YEARS OLD.

12.
THE MAIN REASONS I BECAME AN SDA ARE:


(    )
Adventist School

(    )
Public evangelism


(    )
Home Bible Studies
(    )
Reared in SDA home


(    )
SDA publications

(    )
Seminars


(    )
Friend/relative

(    )
Radio/TV


(    )
Other

13.
WHY I ATTENDED PUBLIC EVANGELISTIC SERIES:


(    )
Invited by friend

(    )
Color brochure in mail


(    )
Newspaper ad

(    )
Radio


(    )
Television


(    )
Church bulletin

14.
WHY I CONTINUED ATTENDING MEETINGS:


(    )
Christ-centered sermons
(    )
Friendliness


(    )
New Faith


(    )
Illustrated sermons


(    )
Bible truths


(    )
Bible prophecy


(    )
Music



(    )    Other______________________________

15.
I BECAME A MEMBER OF THE SDA CHURCH ON___________________________

(Activity Sheet 16 cont.)

16.
MY SPOUSE:


(    )
Is joining with me

(    )
Is a Christian


(    )
Agrees with my joining
(    )
Opposes my joining

17.
SEMINARS WHICH INFLUENCED MY DECISION:


(    )
Cooking school

(    )
Music


(    )
Stop smoking

(    )
Parenting


(    )
Stress control

(    )
Bible prophecy


(    )
Weight control

(    )
Other______________________________

18.
I HAVE FACED THE FOLLOWING CRISES RECENTLY:


(    )
Accident 


(    )
Change of job


(    )
Change of residence
(    )
Financial


(    )
Health


(    )
Loss of employment


(    )
Loss of loved one

(    )
Marital problems


(    )
Other____________________________________________________________

19.
HOW RECENT WERE THESE CRISES?


(    )
Within the last year
(    )
1-2 years ago


(    )
3 years ago


(    )
4 years ago

20.
I WOULD LIKE YOU TO PRAY FOR ME
(    )

SAMPLE OF NEW MEMBER LUNCHEON INVITATION

(ACTIVITY SHEET #17)

Marietta Seventh-day Adventist Church 

1330 North Cobb Parkway

Marietta, Georgia 30062

The Pleasure of Your Company is requested for a Sabbath Luncheon to welcome you as a new Member of our congregation.

Date:_________________________

Place:____________________________________________

Time:_________________________

R.S.V.P.__________________________________

We look forward to this time of fellowship together.  And, we are so thankful you are a part of our church family!

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION

(ACTIVITY SHEET #18)
General Conference

World Divisions

Unions

Conference and Missions

Local Churches
Find Out About Your Conference and Union
(for new members)

1.
To which conference does your church belong?

2.
Who is the president of your conference?

3.
Where is your conference office located?

4.
Does your conference have any church schools?

5.
To which union does your conference belong?

6.
Who is the president of your union?

7.
Where is your union office located?

8.
Does your union have any medical work?

9.
Are there any colleges/training schools in your union?

10.
How many members are there in your


a.
Conference


b.
Union

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST TERMINOLOGY

(ACTIVITY SHEET #19)

General Conference

General Conference Session

Communion/The Lord’s Prayer

Ordinance of Humility

Ingathering

Investment

Layperson

Tithe

Pathfinders

Community Services

ADRA

VOP

Spirit of Prophecy

13th Sabbath Offering

13th Sabbath Overflow

Ordination
GROUP SESSION—FELLOWSHIP FOR FAMILIES

(ACTIVITY SHEET #20)
ACTIVITIES:
· Plan a social activity calendar for a year

· Brainstorm and exchange ideas for fellowship

· List the characteristics of good husbands and wives as found in the Bible

· What programs does your church have for children? How can they be improved?

· Go through the idea sheet for families

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
· What topics could be used for a Family Forum?

· What is God’s plan for marriage?

· Does your family have guidelines for Young Christian fellowships?  If so, what are they?  If not, why not?

· How can children be brought up as Christians when they must live in the world?

EXERCISES:
· List 5 spiritual goals for your family

· Decide on a spiritual activity that your family can do together


IDEA SHEET FOR FAMILIES

(ACTIVITY SHEET #20 cont.)
· Have regular family worships

· Let the children take turns to arrange worship sometimes

· Light a candle to welcome the Sabbath on Friday evening

· Memorize passages of scripture together
· Celebrate baptismal anniversaries

· Prepare Bible quizzes for worship

· Learn lessons from nature

· Make a booklet called “Answered Family Prayers”

· Invite single members to your home for worship and supper

· Mime Bible stories for others to guess

· Read Christian books together

· Visit a shut-in and have worship with them

· Invite neighborhood children for a Sabbath afternoon story hour at your house

· Discuss Christian marriage and relationships

· Read Proverbs together and talk about their meaning today

· Each person tells what God has done for them this week

· Share favorite Bible texts

· Read Psalm 8, go outdoors, and enjoy stargazing together

· Remember—parents are responsible for leading their children to Jesus!

GROUP SESSION—FELLOWSHIP FOR THE 

CHURCH FAMILY

(OVERHEAD #21)
ACTIVITIES:
· Plan an Agape Feast (program, food, music)

· Think of your sick and elderly members.  What can you do to make their day happier?

· Plan a Christian Sabbath Retreat

· Work on a booklet of creative ideas for Friday sundown worship

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
· What are 3 suitable activities for a Sabbath afternoon?

· Study the Bible story of David and Jonathan.  What made their friendship special?

· What does a Christian look like?

· How can we make “stewardship” more inclusive to our lives?

· How can we make Matt. 25:35-36 more meaningful?

EXERCISES:

· Write out an explanation of how the SDA Church is organized

· What should a Church expect from its members?

· What should the members expect from the Church?

· If your conference president was here, what 3 questions would you ask him?

IDEA SHEET FOR CHURCH MEMBERS

(ACTIVITY SHEET #22)
Spiritual bonding:
· Care/Prayer groups

· Prayer Partners

· Take food to bereaved families

· Read Bible through (Genesis through Revelation) at church

· Have an all-night prayer vigil for a specific purpose

· Home Bible study groups

· Young mother’s fellowship

Social bonding:
· Monthly Church potluck dinner on Sabbath 

· Visit other families with children of similar ages
· Have an Open Day at church for clean-up, gardening, maintenance, and upkeep (Provide a meal for the hungry helpers)

· Plan a picnic to a park or forest

· Have a craft club once a week where members can share their knowledge

· Organize a monthly social activity

· Provide clothing for needy members

· Do gardening for old, sick, or hospitalized members

· Provide meals for new parents, the sick, or the hospitalized
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