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DISCIPLING NEW MEMBERS
INTRODUCTION

This seminar is meant to help you, the attendee, know how to disciple a new believer. The seminar includes handouts, but also has activity sheets. The handouts are based on the seminar itself, whereas the activity sheets are to be used in the discipling process.

Discipling a new Christian is a responsibility to be taken quite seriously. Dedicating your time and energies to help a new believer understand the “how” and “why” of being a Christian is one that will take much time and prayer, but is also one that will be immensely rewarding to you and the recipient.

So let’s begin.
How To Be A Spirit-Filled Christian

I.
INFILLING: 

A.  Spiritual Growth

The #1 goal for a Christian is to become more like Christ.  

· A daily, personal relationship with Christ

· A closer communion with God

· Allowing the Holy Spirit to work in your life

“There is no limit to the usefulness of one, who, putting self aside, makes room for the working of the Holy Spirit upon his heart, and lives a life wholly consecrated to God,” (Desire of Ages, p. 250-251).

“The strongest argument in favor of the gospel is a loving and lovable Christian,” (Ministry of Healing, p. 470).



1.  Prayer (AS-1)


Resource: Study The Privilege of Prayer, Steps To Christ, p. 93-104.




*  Purpose

Ephesians 6:18 Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.




*Consecration

“Consecrate yourself to God in the morning.  Make this your very first work.  Let your prayer be: ‘Take me, Lord, as wholly Thine.  I lay all my plans at Thy feet.  Use me today in Thy service.  Abide with me and let all my work be wrought in Thee,’” (Steps To Christ, p. 47).



2.  Bible Study (AS-2)


“The Bible is our rule of faith and doctrine,” (Gospel Workers, p. 249).




* Purpose





2 Tim. 3:16 Teaching, rebuking, correcting, training




*Promises





Ps. 119:103 “How sweet are your promises...”




*Powerful

Romans 1:16  “It is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes.”



3.  Spirit of Prophecy  (AS-3)
*Purpose

“...a lesser light to lead men and women to the greater light,” (Colporteur Evangelism, p. 37).

*History

Resource: E.G. White article, Welcome to the Family, p. 86-88.

Key founder of SDA Church, raised a Methodist, holiness of living, gifts of the Spirit, married to James White 35 years, authored many books and over 4,000 articles, 100,000 pages handwritten manuscripts, Steps To Christ published in 128 languages, recognized as a prophet by the SDA Church, outlived the other SDA pioneers, died in 1915, age 87.

B.  Christian Lifestyle 


* Talents, possessions, money, time, and health are all gifts from the Lord


* Bible-based principles of living



“Whatsoever things...”
Phil. 4:8,9


“Do not judge others...”
Rom. 14:1-13


* SDA worldwide chain of hospitals, clinics, schools


1.  The Body Temple
“You are not your own.  You were bought with a price; therefore, honor God with your body,” 1 Cor. 6:19-20; see also 2 Cor. 6:16.

2.  The Original Diet 


Simple food; fruit, nuts, grains.  (Leviticus 11)
SDA Church given special insight into healthful living by the Spirit of Prophecy.  Many ideas stressed are now being taught by others.
Eight Life Laws:

1.  I will breathe deeply and stand erect.

2.  I will be clean and will drink pure water.

3.  I will eat the right food at the right time in the right amount.

4.  I will trust and obey God for strength and health.
5.  I will not take anything harmful into my body.


6.  I will work and exercise.


7.  I will enjoy the sunshine.

8.  I will rest and get enough sleep.

3.  Purpose of Christian Lifestyle
He dies for all those who no longer live for themselves, but for Him who dies, 2 Cor. 5:5.



He has given to us the work of reconciliation, verse 19.



We are Christ’s ambassadors, verse 20.



Offer your bodies to God



Not conform, but transform, Rom. 12:1,2


Prepare God’s people for works of service 



Build up the Body of Christ.



Reach unity in faith and knowledge



Become mature Christians, Eph. 4:12,13.     (AS-4), (AS-5)
II.
OUTPOURING 

A.  Witnessing


Christians have a special work to do on this earth:

“God might have committed the message of the gospel, and all the work of loving ministry, to the heavenly angels...But in His infinite love He chose to make us co-workers with Himself, with Christ and the angels, that we might share the blessing, the joy, the spiritual uplifting, which results from this unselfish ministry,” (Steps to Christ, p. 79).


Willing members can do this work anywhere and any time.

“If you are Christ’s followers, He sends in you a letter to the family, the village, the street, where you live.  Jesus dwelling in you, desires to speak to the hearts of those who are not acquainted with Him,” (Steps to Christ, p. 115).

In Matthew chapter 5, Jesus told His followers: 


i.
“YOU are the salt of the earth (v 13)




Attributes:

Spiritual Application:



Makes thirsty
Needs Living Water




Preserves

Keep until Christ comes




Flavors

“Taste and see that the Lord is good”(Ps. 34:8)


ii.
“YOU are the light of the world” (v 14)




Attributes:

Spiritual Application:

Shines brightly
“Keep your lamps burning, awaiting the return of your Master” (Lk 12:35)




Attracts

“Shine...that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven” (Matt. 5:16)



Guides

Made you a light...Bring salvation to the Gentiles (Acts 13:4)

(AS-6), (AS-7)



B.  Assimilation
New members may join our church, but unless they are cared for, fed, and nurtured, they will not stay in the church.


Why do members not become active when they join a church?

· Burnout from activity in a former church

· A bad experience in another church

· Not spiritually mature enough to understand the need of fellowship and ministry

· An unbelieving spouse

· Shyness


Ways to involve and minister to new members:

· Develop close friendships with other church members

· Involve them in church social activities


List some ways to involve new members in church activities:


(AS-8), (AS-9), (AS-10), (AS-11), (AS-12), (AS-13)
C.  Mentoring
“This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples,” John 15:8.

i.  Definition:  Mentoring means training new members to let their light shine, so that they become salt on earth to others who do not know the love of Jesus.



New believers must:




1.  Be drawn into God’s family




2.  Be trained to reach out to the family of man



“When souls are converted, set them to work at once,” Evangelism p. 355.



New believers have an inborn desire to witness:

“No sooner does one come to Christ, than there is born in his heart a desire to make known to others what a precious friend he has found in Jesus,” Steps to Christ, p. 78.



Two-way blessing of mentoring:




1.  Strengthens your own spiritual life.




2.  Develops the spiritual life of others.

	“TO WIN AND TRAIN IS TO RETAIN”




Interaction between mentor and new member also strengthens the bonds of friendship between them.

What Mentors Do
· Accept newer members into the church family

· Encourage new believers; anytime, anywhere

· Provide friendship and spiritual bonding

· Teach by example

· Listen to questions

· Offer Bible-based solutions

· Provide positive help in times of need

· Share from personal testimony

· Point new believers to Christ

· Prepare new believers for active service for the Lord

· Explain SDA church structure


(AS-14), (AS-15), (AS-16), (AS-17), (AS-18), (AS-19)
D. Fellowship


Two families exist within the congregation:



Individual family units



The corporate family of God

Each family unit, whether it is a single family or combined, has two distinct phases of need.  These are: 



Spiritual bonding



Social bonding

i.  Family


a.  Spiritual bonding
· The father is the priest of the family

· The family altar unites around God’s throne

· Bedtime prayers assure children that angels are watching over them

· Reading religious books together gives a common topic for discussion

· Choosing a ministry where the family works together creates a spirit of servanthood

· Have an Agape Feast together, eating fruits and whole wheat bread.  Wash each other’s feet in a spirit of forgiveness, if needed.

b. Social bonding

· Visit a cultural exhibit together

· Make a booklet showing your family heritage

· Invite another family over for games (AS-20)


ii.  Church Family


a.  Spiritual bonding


By using your spiritual gifts in discipleship, you will:




Involve others in ministry




Bring members into fellowship




Help the Christian community grow




Strengthen the body of Christ



Heb. 10:25
“Let us not give up meeting together...but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”



Acts 1:8
“You will receive power...be my witnesses.”



2 Tim. 2:2
“The things you have heard...entrust to reliable men..teach others.”



Ps. 45:2
“Know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary.”  





(See also Isa. 50:4)




3 Steps for Church Growth




1 Cor. 3:5-9 (Plant/Cultivate/Harvest)


b.  Social bonding



People need people




Fellowship—Sense of belonging




“No man is an island”




Need friends who know us and love us anyway (Prov. 17:17)




Marriages declining




Suicide rates, crime, and immorality rising




The world needs to see Christ’s love in action


Illustration:
Giant Sequoias in California.  Roots grow barely below the ground surface.  These trees only grow in groves.  Their roots intertwine under the ground.  Strong winds blow, but the trees hold each other up!

The Church is like this grove of trees.  When members are blown around by the harsh winds of life, the members reinforce each other,  (Col. 2:6-7, “firmly rooted...”).


  Evangelism p. 347, “Come close to your brethren...”



Matt. 25:35-36
“I was...hungry...thirsty...a stranger...naked...sick...in prison...  (See also Acts 11:27-30).



Acts 2:46-47

Small groups in Early Church fellowship/unity/interaction



Luke 5:29

Large meetings/public worship



1 Cor. 12:7

To each one is given/for common good



John 15:13

Sacrificial friendships



1 Sam. 18:1

David Jonathan


 MH, p. 143, “Christ’s method alone...” (AS-22)
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