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Principles of Visitation
I. Know Your Place in the body of Christ

1 Corinthians 12:27, 28 says "You are Christ's body—that's who you are. You must never forget this. Only as you accept your part of that body does your ‘part’ mean anything. You're familiar with some of the parts that God has formed in His church, which is His `body': apostles, prophets, teachers, miracle workers, healers, helpers, organizers, and those who pray in tongues. But it's obvious by now, isn't it, that Christ's church is a complete body and not a gigantic, unidimensional part?" 
Why Visit?

· There are people ___________________________
· God has _________________________________________
· Because we __________________________
· To bear each _____________________
· Because there is personal joy and ______________________________________
Qualities of Visitors or Helpers


"Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith" 2 Cor. 13:5


(RAV).

"Be hospitable to one another without grumbling. As each one has 
received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God“  1 Peter 4:9, 10 (NKJV).
II. Approach Others in Distress With…

· Sensitivity and _________________
· ________________________
· ______________________
· Acceptance of ____________________
III. Develop Good Communication Skills
· Listening focuses on what the person is saying.

· Reflect the feelings.

· Listen for themes in the conversation.

· Avoid noxious words.

· Watch for nonverbal communication.
IV. Be Aware of and Practice Ethical Behavior
· Maintain Confidentiality

· Power

· Boundaries

V. Principles of Spiritual Care
· Help the person understand their situation

· Know the difference between sadness and depression

· Know the basics of salvation – theological training not a prerequisite

VI. Situations When It Might Be Appropriate to Visit

List some situations you think might be appropriate for visiting –

1. ______________________________________________________
2._______________________________________________________
3._______________________________________________________
4._______________________________________________________
5._______________________________________________________
6._______________________________________________________
7._______________________________________________________
8._______________________________________________________
VII. The Bible and Ellen White on Visitation

“Then the King will say to those on his right. “Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For ... I was in prison and you came to visit me” (Matt. 25:34-36).

“Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world” (James 1:27).

"The Saviour mingled with people as one who desired their good. He showed His sympathy for them, ministered to their needs, and won their confidence. Then He bade them, ‘Follow Me’” (The Ministry of Healing, p. 143).

“There is need of coming close to the people by personal effort. If less time were given to sermonizing, and more time were spent in personal ministry, greater results would be seen. The poor are to be relieved, the sick cared for, the sorrowing and the bereaved comforted, the ignorant instructed, the inexperienced counselled. We are to weep with those that weep, and rejoice with those that rejoice” (The Ministry of Healing p. 143, 144).
“We greatly need consecrated women who, as messengers of mercy, shall visit the mothers and the children in their homes, and help them in the every-day household duties, if need be, before beginning to talk to them regarding the truth for this time. You will find that by this method you will have souls as the result of your ministry” (Review and Herald, July 12, 1906).

VIII. Home Visitation

1. The Entrance

2. Sitting Down

3. The Discussion

4. Length of Call

5. Visiting the Shut-In
· Undergird the shut-in with prayer.

· Visit shut-ins systematically and encourage others to do so.

· Make a telephone call ahead of time to find out if the time is convenient to visit.

· Assure the shut-in of your prayerful concern and of God’s sustaining love.

· Do not let the shut-in feel guilty because he/she is no longer an active church member.

· Encourage him/her in a ministry of prayer.

· If the person’s physical ability is limited only temporarily, encourage them with hopeful anticipation of being included in plans for the future.

· The shut-in may desire prayer, even over the phone.

· Keep the shut-in up-to-date with church news.

· Give copies of church bulletins and other materials.

· Follow up personal visits with telephone calls. A five minute call may brighten up their day.

6. Guidelines for Making Initial Visits
A.  Go with a positive attitude about yourself and your church.

B.   Use a non-threatening approach. Be sure to state the reason for your visit.

C.  Give direction and intentionality to your visitation efforts. Decide ahead of time what you want to accomplish in your visit.
D.  Relate to where the person is in life.

E.   Be complimentary and affirming when appropriate.

F.   Take the lead in conversation. Remember, you are the one who came calling.

G.  Ask questions, but don’t pry.

H.   Present yourself. It is not necessary to make a sales pitch for your church.

I.    Share what it means for you to be a member of your church.

J.   Ask if there are any ways you might be helpful, particularly if the people you are visiting are new to the area.

K.   Be sure to invite them to any social event scheduled at the church. Offer to pick them up if they need transportation.

L.   Respect people’s space and time. People are not often eager to have uninvited guests.

M.  Entering a person’s home is a privilege and not a right. Design your visit to be brief. Ask for 10-15 minutes of their time and abide by it unless encouraged to stay.

N.  Be yourself.

O.  Leave some information with the persons you visit. Don’t bore them with information they can read for themselves.

P.  Let them know your availability. You may choose to leave your name and number.

Q.  Carefully time your visit. Avoid visiting at meal times or too early in the morning.

R.   Make mental note of the “emotional atmosphere” in the home.

S.   Listen for primary concerns, family problems, loneliness, grief and bereavement, and spiritual concerns.

T.  Where necessary, make referrals to the pastor if you sense that a follow-up visit would be helpful.
IX. Types of Visitation

· Visiting a ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________
· Cancer _____________
· Maternity/_____________________
· Sick Babies and ________________
· Still Births, Miscarriage, and _____________________________
· The Dying _______________
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