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WOMAN TO WOMAN IN ISLAM

Why This Presentation
1. Explore ways to become friends with the descendents of Abraham.

2. Understand Muslim beliefs and explore beliefs we have in common.

3. Recognize that because God is the Father of all humankind, and we are children of Abraham, we are brothers and sisters of Muslims.

4. Explore ways to interact with Muslims and share with them gems of truth we have found and love
Terms and Definitions
Allah—Arabic name for the God who created the world, the God of Abraham.  Comes from the same word as the Hebrew name for God – Elloh(im)

Haj—Pilgrimage to Mecca

Hanif—One who is especially faithful in belief in the one true God of Abraham and is considered a part of God’s special people.  Was originally used to refer to men around the time of Muhammad who were calling the people back to the worship of one God.

Iblis—Devil

Imam—the religious leader of a mosque who leads in the congregational prayer

Injil—Biblical gospels, books of Isa.  In a broader sense, the New Testament

Isa (El Masih) —Jesus
Jihad—A spiritual struggle, a struggle to better one’s life

Kalimat—Word, Isa is referred to as the Kalimat Allah

Muslim—One who submits to Allah

Qur’an—Muslim holy book given or revealed word by word from God, literally means “recite”

Ramadan—Month of fasting

Shaitan—Satan

Shari’ah—The laws, revealed and canonical, of Islam

Surah—Chapter (of the Qur’an)

Attitudes

Muslims toward Christians—

· Immodest
· Lump Jews and Christians together 

· Oppressors of the true worshippers of Allah

· Worship more than one God 

· Islam is superior to Christianity
Christians toward Muslims—

· Mysterious, keep to themselves 

· Restrictive 

· Women passive and submissive; not allowed to go to school 

· Often must marry at a young age
· Christianity is superior to Islam 
Who Are Muslims?
1. 18% of the world’s population is Muslim 

2. Muslims and Christians have become more integrated

3. Islam was born in the seventh century A.D.  

4. Mohammed lived between 570 and 632 A.D. 

5. Angel Gabriel appeared to Mohammed in 610 A.D.  

6. He continued receiving words from Allah over the next 22 years.  

7. Mohammed’s writings were compiled into Qu’ran (Koran).

8. Mohammed fled to Medina in 622 A.D., the beginning of Islamic history.  

9. Islam means “to submit to God”  

10. Islam brought the divided Arab tribes into a united people.  

11. Two types of Islam:
a. Sunnis—90%, more liberal

b. Shi’ites—10%, more fundamental  
Children of the East

Children of the East, forerunners of the Arabic peoples, played a part in the covenant plan of God.  

1.
Ishmaelites rescued Joseph from his brothers and took him to Egypt.
2.
Jethro, an Arab (Midianite), taught Moses a more complete knowledge of God.
3.
Ruth, an Arab (Moabitess) became a progenitor of the Messiah

4.
Wise men of the East, Arabs, brought spices to the new born Messiah.

Five Pillars of Islam

1.
Testimony of Faith (Shahada)—“I bear witness there is no god but Allah, I bear witness Mohammed is the apostle (messenger) of Allah.”  

2. Daily Prayers (Salat)—The second pillar is praying five times a day at specific hours with prayers at noon on Fridays being the most important prayers.  The five prayer times are:
a. Just before sunrise

b. Between midday and early afternoon

c. Late afternoon

d. Just after sunset

e. At night

3.
Fasting (Sawm)—The third pillar is fasting during Ramadan.  Ramadan is the ninth month of the Islamic calendar.  During Ramadan Muslims must fast for the 29 or 30 days of this holy month.

4.
Alms Giving (Zakat)—The fourth pillar is alms giving.  How much alms one gives varies according to one’s income and kind of property.  Generally, one pays two and one-half percent of the value of any savings, jewelry, etc.  

5.
Pilgrimage (Hajj)—The last pillar is making a pilgrimage to Mecca.  Mecca is the most sacred place for Muslims.  This is where Mohammed re-established the authority of God when he recaptured the Ka’bah, threw out the worshippers of idols, and reinstated worship to Allah.  
Five (Six) Articles of Faith

1. The Doctrines of __________
2. _________
3. _______________ book
4. Prophets, ______________
5. The ________things
6. _______________________ (As believed by some) 
Other Traditions

1. _________________
2. _________________ and pork
3.  Folk ____________
4.  ________________
What Muslims Believe About:

1. Allah, the Supreme Being
2. Jesus Christ  

3. The Qur’an

4. The Law

5. Sin
Resistance to Christianity

1. ________________________—Political, historical and military confrontations

2. _____________________ religions—A number of aggressive missionary religions have had ambitions to expand and often try to convert Muslims.

3. Dealing with ________________ disagreements, not felt needs—The Christian’s outreach has generally dealt with Islamic theology and doctrinal disagreements instead of Folk Islamic beliefs and felt needs.

Developing Relationships With Muslims

1. Develop personal friendships.  Take time to cultivate the relationship.  

2. Avoid Argument.  Love is more persuasive than argument. 

3. Don’t Criticize Islam.  Don’t use insulting terms (such as crusade, heathen, lost, false prophet, etc.)
4. Common  Concerns.  Remember that the majority of Muslims are concerned about the same things you are.
5. Admit Mistakes.  Be prepared to admit the mistakes of Christians in the past.

6. Be Positive.  Provide a loving, spiritual influence.

7. Live as a Believer.  Answer questions about your faith in Muslim terms.  Modesty in dress in important.
8. Describe Yourself as a Believer.  Rather than defending “Christianity,” describe your faith as it relates to being God’s last day people—a “Believer” preparing for His coming.
9. Focus on the Concerns.  Focus on the concerns of importance for the person at his/her position of spiritual understanding.  Listen carefully for spiritual concerns that might be expressed.
10. Tell Bible Stories.  Stories that illustrate faith-building principles.  Let the Holy Spirit impress them with the application.
11. Don’t Act Superior.  Don’t act as if you have the truth and want to convince them of it.  Be content to talk of one small aspect of your faith at a time, uing Muslim terms.
12. Pray.  Engage in a personal prayer ministry with and for Muslims.
13. Be People of the Book.  Understand that the Qur’an differentiates between a faithful “People of the Book” and those who have rejected faith.  Identify yourself as one of those “Faithful Believers” 

Suggestions for Visiting A Mosque
1. Place of worship of God
2. Speak with the mosque leader (Imam) 

3. Going as a group
4. Behavior

5. Avoid argument

6. People of faith
7. Be sympathetic

8. Using the Qur’an

9. Encouraging remarks

10. Invitation to visit
Relationships Between Sexes
· Western openness can easily be misunderstood as frivolous and immoral.

· Strict Muslim parents do not allow free and open relationships for children in puberty.

· As a rule, men should cultivate friendships with men, women with women.

· Non-Muslim men cannot visit Muslim women but other women are allowed.
Areas of Agreement

1. Worship the one and true ______
2. Believe in ______________
3. Understand _____________ as one of the great prophets

4. ______________
5. ______________
6. Day of ______________
7. ________________ advent

8. Healthy ___________
9. ______________ values

10. Hunger for _________
Areas of Doctrinal Differences

1. Trinity

2. Deity of Christ

3. Incarnation

4. Authenticity of present scriptures

5. Inspiration of Bible

6. Divine origin of Qur’an

7. Mohammed as Prophet

8. E G White as Prophet

9. Sabbath – Friday, Day of Rest Issue

10. Sin – Salvation

Methods to Use in Reaching Muslim Women

1. Stories from the ____________
2. Build on the faith that is already ______________
3. Use ___________________ forms
4. _______________ and address felt needs

5. Use stories of _________ in the Bible
6. Use stories of women who were ________________ leaders in Islamic history
Felt Needs of Muslim Women

1. Family—How to find and keep a husband and how to care for their families

2. Gossip—How to deal with gossip and avoid gossiping themselves.

3. Work vs. family—How to balance work and caring for their families

4. Lack of forgiveness—How to deal with unwillingness to forgive, grudges, and revenge.

5. Lack of trust—Because of the lack of forgiveness there is a lack of trust.  

6. Addictions of husbands—Many husbands are involved in some kind of addiction, like gambling, sexual, etc.

7. Feeling powerless—Not being able to control what is happening in their lives.  
Progression to Reach Muslim Women

1. Respect for the local culture
2. Understanding the local culture
3. Being a Godly person 

4. Being a spiritual person
5. Recognizing Muslim women as fellow believers    
6. Being known to have answers to spiritual questions 
Suggested Order of Topics for Conversation/Bible Studies With Muslims

1. _______________ Subjects

a. God as Creator, Creation

b. Healthful Living, Dietary Laws

c. Family

2. __________ Controversial Subjects

d. Bible as Word of God

e. Character of God

f. Angels and Their Ministries

g. Last-day Prophecies

h. Christ’s Second Coming

i. Day of Judgment

j. The Moral Law

k. Tithe, Stewardship

l. Prayer

m. Sabbath as Day of Rest

n. State of the Dead – Conditional Immortality

o. Heaven – Hell

3. ____________________ Subjects

p. The Trinity

q. Jesus Christ

i. Christ as part of the Trinity

ii. Christ as Man

iii. Christ as Savior

iv. Teachings of Christ

v. Miracles of Christ

vi. Christ’s Death and Resurrection

vii. Christ’s Mediatory Ministry

r. What is Sin?

s. What is Salvation

t. Baptism

u. Origin of Evil

4. _____________ Controversial Subjects

v. SDA Church is God’s Remnant

w. Spirit of Prophecy

x. The Pre-Advent Judgment
APPENDIX 
ARABIC VOCABULARY WORDS

1. Aid (Eid) —Feast, celebration

2. Aid el Adha—Feast of the Sacrifice, commemorating the sacrifice of Abraham’s son.

3. Allah—Arabic name for the God who created the world, the God of Abraham.  Comes from the same word as the Hebrew name for God – Elloh(im)

4. Azan—The call to prayer, the mu’azzin is the person who gives the call to prayer

5. Barakat—Blessings, a very important theme in folk Islam

6. Dua—Prayer (personal prayer of the heart)

7. Fatiha—Opening Surah of the Qur’an – a prayer memorized by all Muslims

8. Hadith—A collection of the sayings and traditions of the prophet Muhammad

9. Haj—Pilgrimage to Mecca

10. Hanif—One who is especially faithful in belief in the one true God of Abraham and is considered a part of God’s special people.  Was originally used to refer to men around the time of Muhammad who were calling the people back to the worship of one God.

11. Haram—Unlawful, forbidden (to be eaten, for example)

12. Iblis—Devil

13. Imam—The religious leader who leads the congregational prayer

14. Injil—Gospel, books of Isa.  In broader sense, the New Testament.

15. Isa (El Masih—Jesus)
16. Jihad—A spiritual struggle, a struggle to better one’s life

17. Kalimat—Word, Isa is referred to as the Kalimat Allah

18. Muslim—One who submits to Allah

19. Mutaqeen—Those who have righteousness

20. Qur’an—Muslim holy book given or revealed word by word from God, literally means “recite”

21. Ramadan—Month of fasting

22. Rasul—Messenger, one who carries a letter or message

23. Sakinah—Translated “peace,” “tranquility,” “peace of assurance,” but also means a dwelling place.  Is also noted in the Qur’an as connected with the ark of the covenant.  In Hebrew the same word is Shakinah, the light of the presence of God in the Temple.  Therefore, its deeper meaning is “the very presence of Allah”

24. Salat—Prayer (formal prayer)

25. Shahadah—Confession of faith “There is no God but God and Muhammad is his messenger”

26. Shaitan—Satan

27. Shari’ah—The laws, revealed and canonical, of Islam

28. Sibghat—Coloring, as to color cloth (Sibghat Allah – the coloring [baptism] of Allah)

29. Sunnah—The  practice of the messenger(s) of Allah – the second authority in Islam

30. Surah—Chapter (of the Qur’an)

31. Taqwah—Righteousness, inner piety

32. Torah—Books of Moses, the law.  In broader sense the Old Testament, book of Jews.

33. Zaboor—Books of David, the Pslams

34. Zakat—Tax for the poor

Biblical history of the children of abraham


	Abraham The Hanif

Genesis 11:26



	







People in Bible and Koran

	BIBLE
	KORAN
	BIBLE
	KORAN

	
	
	
	

	Aaron
	Harun
	Jesus
	Issa

	
	
	
	

	Abraham
	Ibrahim
	Job
	Ayub

	
	
	
	

	Adam
	Adam
	John (the Baptist)
	Yahya

	
	
	
	

	David
	Dawud
	Jonah
	Yunus

	
	
	
	

	Elijah
	Ilyas
	Joseph
	Yusuf

	
	
	
	

	Elisha
	Alyasa
	Lot
	Lut

	
	
	
	

	Ezekiel
	Zulkifl
	Mary
	Mariam

	
	
	
	

	Gabriel
	Jibril
	Miriam
	Mariam

	
	
	
	

	Goliath
	Jalut
	Moses
	Musa

	
	
	
	

	Isaac
	Ishaq
	Noah
	Nuh

	
	
	
	

	Ishmael
	Ismail
	Satan
	Shaitan, Iblis

	
	
	
	

	Israel
	Israel
	Solomon
	Sulaiman

	
	
	
	

	Jacob
	Yaqoob
	Zachariah
	Zakariya

	
	
	
	


Borge Shantz.  Your Muslim Neighbors and You, Adventist Muslim Relations Resource Material, Loma Linda, CA, 2003.

Hagar (2nd wife)


Genesis 16:3





Sarai (1st wife)


Genesis 11:29





Advent Movement





Arab Followers of


the way of Isa





Faithful Believers


in one God and in the way of Isa





Mohammed


Calls for One God, Judgment Day





Hanif


God’s Last Day Special 


People in Islam





?





Islam & Church in the Wilderness “contains” Christian apostasy, protects Protestants & Christian monotheists (Rev 9) Preserves Biblical manuscripts





The Church in the wilderness (Rev 12), the Waldenses, and Arab followers of the Way find refuge and fellowship in the desert of Arabia, and were known as “Hanif”





Early disciples of Isa interacted spiritually with Arabs (Acts 2). Arabia was a refuge for Paul     (Gal 1:17)





Jewish & Gentile


Followers of Jesus





Genuine Believers


Persecuted followers of Jesus





Church in the Wilderness


Believers in Jesus





Adventists


Looking for the coming of Isa





Shepherds bring lamb, Wisemen bring spices to anoint Sacrifice – Luke 2, Matthew 2





Daughter of East brings gifts to Solomon


1 Kings 10





Ballam blesses Israel & prophesies of Messiah


Numbers 22-24





Son of Isaac & Son of East lead people into 


promised land    Numbers 30, Joshua 14





Sanctuary Services required anointing oil and spices


Exodus 30





Moses taught by Eastern People


Exodus 2, Job 1





Joseph rescued by Ishmaelites & Midianites


Genesis 37





Together buried Abraham


Genesis 25





Examples of Cooperation


Genesis 11:29





Jesus/Isa


Son of Man





Wisemen


From the East





Queen of Sheba


Daughter of the East





Ballam


Son of the East





Caleb


Arabic Name





Anointing oil & spices


In possession of Eastern Traders





Jethro & Job


People of the East





Ishmaelites & Midianites


Through Keturah Gen. 25:2





Ishmael (1st born)


Genesis 16:15





Shepherds


Israelites





King Solomon


King of Israel





Israel


Nation of Isaac’s Children





Joshua


Son of Isaac





Sanctuary


Needed by Israelites





Moses


Son of Amram (son of Jacob)





Joseph


Son of Jacob (son of Isaac)





Isaac (Miracle child)


Genesis 21:2
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