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Public Prayer
Handouts
1.  As the person ______________________, you have the awesome privilege of 
connecting ________________________.
2.  As you pray you represent the ________ you are praying for to _________—you 
________________ for them—but at the same time you also _____________________ 

to the people—so in this role you have the __________________________________to 
fairly represent both God and humans. 

3.  As the person leading public prayer, you have the awesome privilege of connecting heaven and earth (like a sort of spiritual lightning rod). As you pray you represent the people you are praying for to God—you “intercede” for them—but at the same time you also represent God to the people—so in this role you have the awesome responsibility to fairly represent both God and humans. 
4.  How we approach God in prayer is important:

· We come with the confidence of loved children (I John 3:1, Ps. 103).
· We come confidently to the throne of grace because Jesus, our High Priest, is also our Elder Brother and knows what it is like to be human (Hebrews 4:16).
· While confidence is ours because of God’s great love for us, pride is out of place and is extremely offensive to God (James 4:6).
· We come with humility because God is God and we are not (Psalms 8, Proverbs 14:12, Job 38-42).
· We come humbly because we are sinners and He is Holy (Romans 3:23, Psalms 99:9).
· We come in faith expecting good things because He is our Father (Luke 11:11-13),
· and because we believe God’s word which contains many precious promises (Ps. 119:140, 145:13, II Peter 1:4, e.g. James 1:5);
· but we do not demand because our Father is God. He is omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient and eternal and is imminently worthy of our respect (Isaiah 55:8-9).
· Even when we do not understand what God is doing on any level and feel deserted, we can trust that He is working for our good (I John 15, Romans 8:28; Psalms 89:7).

5.  John 17:
vv 1-5: “After Jesus said this, he looked up toward heaven and prayed: ‘Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. Now this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.’” 

We learn:___________________________________________________________________

vv 6-8: “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me.”
We learn:____________________________________________________________________
vv. 9-10: “I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. All I have is yours, and all you have is mine.”
We learn:____________________________________________________________________

v. 11: “I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name—the name you gave me—so that they may be one as we are one.”
We learn:____________________________________________________________________

v. 12: “While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe, by that name you gave me. None has been lost except for the one doomed to destruction so that the Scripture would be fulfilled.”
We learn:____________________________________________________________________

v. 13: “‘I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them.’”

We learn: ____________________________________________________________________

v. 14: “I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world.” 

We learn: ____________________________________________________________________

vv. 15-18: “ My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.”
We learn: ____________________________________________________________________

vv. 20-21: “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.”
We learn: ____________________________________________________________________
vv. 22-23: “I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”
We learn: ____________________________________________________________________
vv. 24-25: “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world. Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me.”
We learn: ____________________________________________________________________

v. 26: “I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”
We learn: ____________________________________________________________________
6.  Basic Purposes of Public Prayer:
1. _________________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________



___________________________________________________________

3. _________________________________________________________________

4. _________________________________________________________________

5. _________________________________________________________________

6. _________________________________________________________________

7. _________________________________________________________________

7.  GENERAL PRINCIPLES: 

A.  Consider ________________________, ______________________________, 

______________________________, _____________________________
B. Ask God to Give You _______________________________________________________

C. Improper uses of Prayer:

________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________

D. Learn from Others
a.____________________________________________________________________________

b. ___________________________________________________________________________
8.  PRACTICAL THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND

a. _____________________________________________________________________


b. _____________________________________________________________________


c. _____________________________________________________________________

9.  TRADITIONAL KINDS OF PRAYERS IN THE SERVICE AND THEIR PURPOSES

A. ____________________________________________________________

B. _____________________________________________________________


C. _____________________________________________________________


D. _____________________________________________________________



Examples:



____________________________________________________



____________________________________________________



____________________________________________________



____________________________________________________


E. _______________________________________________________________

10.  Covering the church with prayer:

11.  Prayer at Women’s Ministries Meetings:
12.  Models of prayer:
A. The ACTS Model of Prayer: 

A. _____________________________________


C. _____________________________________


T. ______________________________________


S. ______________________________________

B. Palms Down, Palms Up Prayer:


1 Peter 5:7

C. The Sanctuary Model:

A.  The Altar of Sacrifice.


B.  The Laver.

C.  The Candlestick.

D.  The Table of Shewbread.

E.  The Altar of Incense.

F.  The Most Holy Place.
13. 

“The greatest victories gained for the cause of God are not the result of labored argument, ample facilities, wide influence, or abundance of means; they are gained in the audience chamber with God, when with earnest, agonizing faith men lay hold upon the mighty arm of power. They are as two arms by which the human suppliant lays hold upon the power of Infinite Love. Faith is trusting in God, believing that he loves us, and knows what is for our best good. Thus, instead of our own way, it leads us to choose His way. In place of our ignorance, it accepts His wisdom; in place of our weakness, His strength, in place of our sinfulness, His righteousness. Our lives, ourselves, are already His; faith acknowledges His ownership, and accepts its blessing” (Gospel Workers, p. 259).
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