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Ellen White on the Roles of Women

WELCOME
The purpose of our seminar today is to examine Ellen White’s statements concerning the role of women in evangelism.  We want to know how she wrote and spoke regarding women’s part in the work of spreading the gospel.  We will discover that her vision for the involvement of women was very broad.  She spoke of many ways in which women could serve God, according to their circumstances and talents.

Much of our material comes from letters and articles Ellen White wrote.  These were written for a particular audience at a particular time.  The principles we find don’t change, of course, but circumstances and how we use those principles can change over time.  The goal of this experience today is not to learn how women in the last century could serve God, but to think about how we can serve Him now.  
In just a minute, someone is going to give you a handout. We will be going over a lot of material, and this handout will have the outline of the presentation with all of the quotations and citations used on it.  This has two purposes.  The first is a reference.  We will not be reading a statement from Ellen White’s writings for every comment made.  This outline will cite the statements we allude to in the presentation, for which we do not provide an oral reference.  The second purpose is to provide you with questions for later individual considerations, which will assist you in finding ways to apply the material we cover to your ministry.
The Need of Women 
The American Civil War broke out in 1861.  At the time, the Army Medical Department was unprepared to deal with the needs of the wounded, and many died on the battlefield or in transit to medical care due to a lack of supplies and immediate care for the wounded.  Clara Barton, an intelligent young woman working as a clerk in the U.S. Patent Office, saw the need and wanted to help.  She had some experience in nursing, and began to lobby for permission to bring her own supplies and go to help on the battlefields.  

But she had to lobby for nearly a year, while the wounded and dead streamed past her into Washington.  The army bureaucracy had no vision for what she was asking.  Why should a woman go to the battlefields?  What usefulness could she be, when the very sight of war, the danger and the stress, were not fit for a woman?  Would she only get in the way?  Finally, with the help of a sympathetic U.S. Senator, she was granted permission, and rode off to her self-appointed military duties.  She went to some of the bloodiest places of the Civil War, bringing food, water, bandages, even lanterns, and began to treat and tend the soldiers.  She was called the Angel of the Battlefield, and eventually established the American Red Cross, now called International Red Cross, which provides humanitarian service to many countries.

During the 1860s, the Seventh-day Adventist church was also coming into being.  In the same time and culture, it was engaged in an attempt to save men and women who were dying spiritually.  Ellen White lived during these years, and felt a great burden for the Three Angels’ messages to reach a world that was perishing for a want of the truth.  Workers were scarce and, as we see from Ellen White’s own experience, often overburdened trying to minister to the needs of the new church and to spread the message.  In such a situation as this, she was adamant that no hand be restricted that could be helping.  Everyone must do their part.  No one should believe that they were excluded from God’s service, and no one must forbid another from doing their part.  It was in this evangelistic, practical view that Ellen White spoke about the role of Christian women in service.  In her writings and in her example she urged women to be active in giving the gospel to the world and laboring for lost men and women.  Her arguments regarding the work women were to do were practical, not theological. She wasted no time arguing theology with so great a need unmet. This is what she said: (OH-1, PP 2/3/4)
Women who are willing to consecrate some of their time to the service of the Lord should be appointed . . . We need to branch out more in our methods of labor.  Not a hand should be bound, not a soul discouraged, not a voice should be hushed; let every individual labor, privately or publicly, to help forward this grand work.  Place the burden upon men and women of the church, that they may grow by reason of the exercise, and thus become effective agents in the hand of the Lord for the enlightenment of those who sit in darkness.

               ~Review and Herald, July 9, 1895.
(Daughters of God, p. 102)
(OH-2, PP 5)

God wants workers who can carry the truth to all classes, high and low, rich and poor.  In this work women may act an important part.  God grant that those who read these words may put forth earnest efforts to present an open door for consecrated women to enter the field.









~5MR 162. 
(Daughters of God, p. 102)    
Today, the church is much larger and better organized to do its work, but the mission has only become larger as the church grows.  The years have brought us still closer to the coming of Jesus Christ.  Crises in our world bring greater urgency and relevance to the proclamation of Jesus’ soon coming.  There is no less a need for workers to reach a world that is dying for a lack of the truth.  Technology and world commerce have become more sophisticated, and so have the devil’s enticements, since he “knows his time is short” (Revelation 12:12).  Ellen White wrote that all who can should be involved in reaching the world.  That is more important today than ever!   In this workshop, we will examine Ellen White’s views on the involvement of women in the work of the church.  We will seek to understand the vital principles she endorsed, and explore how those can be applied to make women, and our church, more effective today.

Ellen White believed that not enough women felt their responsibility as individuals to work for God.  Many doubtless thought that the trials of raising a family and running a home demanded all the time they had, and excused them from further obligations.  In a letter she wrote to Sarepta Myrenda Irish Henry, the woman who founded Women’s Ministries in 1898 (it was called a Woman Ministry at that time), Ellen White wrote:
(OH-3, PP 6/7/8/) The work you are doing to help our sisters feel their individual accountability to God is a good and necessary work.  Long has it been neglected.  But when this work is laid out in clear, simple, definite lines, we may expect that home duties, instead of being neglected, will be done much more intelligently.  The Lord would have us ever to urge the worth of the human soul upon those who do not understand its value.

If we can arrange to have regular, organized companies instructed intelligently in regard to the part they should act as servants of the Master, our churches will have a life and vitality that they have long needed.  The excellency of the soul Christ has saved will be appreciated.  Our sisters generally have a hard time with their increasing families and their unappreciated trials.  I have so longed for women who could be educated to help our sisters rise from their discouragement and feel that they could do a work for the Lord.  This is bringing rays of sunshine into their own lives, which are reflected into the hearts of others.  God will bless you and all who unite with you in this grand work.
~Letter 54, 1899.
(Daughters of God, p. 130)
(OH-4, PP 9) Women who have the cause of God at heart can do a good work in the districts in which they reside.  Christ speaks of women who helped Him in presenting the truth before others, and Paul also speaks of women who labored with him in the gospel.  But how very limited is the work done by those who could do a large work if they would.
~Letter 31, 1894.
(Daughters of God, p. 21)
And again she wrote to Mrs. Henry:

(OH-5, PP 10/11) I have thought, with your experience, under the supervision of God you could exert your influence to set in operation lines of work where women could unite together to work for the Lord.  There certainly should be a larger number of women engaged in the work of ministering to suffering humanity, uplifting, educating them how to believe—simply to believe—in Jesus Christ our Saviour.  And as souls give themselves to the Lord Jesus, making an entire surrender, they will understand the doctrine . . . .
I am pained because our sisters in America are not more of them doing the work they might do for the Lord Jesus.  Abiding in Christ, they would receive courage and strength and faith for the work.  Many women love to talk.  Why can’t they talk the words of Christ to perishing souls?  The more closely we are related to Christ, the heart learns the wretchedness of souls that do not know God, and who do not feel the dishonor they are doing to Christ who has bought them with a price.
~Letter 133, 1898.
(Evangelism, p. 468)
The Christian Woman 
The Potential

Ellen White saw every woman as a force, either for good or for evil, on the people around her.  Everyone has an influence, and women have a special potential for influencing others.  She envisioned women who were conscious of the effect of everything they said and did, and used that influence as a tool to witness to others.  This potential was not to be underestimated.

(OH-6, PP 12/13/14) Women may have a transforming influence if they will only consent to yield their way and their will to God, and let Him control their mind, affections, and being.  They can have an influence which will tend to refine and elevate those with whom they associate.  But this class are generally unconscious of the power they possess.  They exert an unconscious influence which seems to work out naturally from a sanctified life, a renewed heart.  It is the fruit that grows naturally upon the good tree of divine planting.  Self is forgotten, merged in the life of Christ.  To be rich in good works is as natural as their breath.  They live to do others good and yet are ready to say: We are unprofitable servants.
~2T 465 (1870)
(Daughters of God, p. 154)
(OH-7, PP 15) Wonderful is the mission of the wives and mothers and the younger women workers.  If they will, they can exert an influence for good to all around them.  By modesty in dress and circumspect deportment, they may bear witness to the truth in its simplicity.  They may let their light so shine before all, that others will see their good works and glorify their Father which is in heaven.  A truly converted woman will exert a powerful transforming influence for good. 
~Manuscript 91, 1908
(Daughters of God, p. 150)
(OH-8, PP 16) Woman, if she wisely improves her time and her faculties, relying upon God for wisdom and strength, may stand on an equally equality with her husband as advisor, counselor, companion, and co-worker, and yet lose none of her womanly grace or modesty.  She may elevate her own character, and just as she does this she is elevating and ennobling the characters of her family, and exerting a powerful, though unconscious influence upon others around her. 

~Good Health, June, 1880.
(Daughters of God, p. 152)
Notice the ways in which Ellen White indicates that women can influence those around them.  She points out that a woman’s dress and her conduct may be a great influence.  It seems that by these means, she may earn dignity and respect of her peers.  Apparently, Mrs. White saw a virtuous and respectable woman as a powerful force in society.  With her reputation to vouch for her, her words and example could be much more effective. The witness of a woman who is highly regarded for the quality of her character is multiplied many times and, “there is no limit to the good that can be accomplished.”

The Character

But this kind of an influence requires a certain character and training for the woman who will use it for God’s kingdom.  Just what kind of woman did Ellen White imagine as a witness to others?  Or, a better question might be: Just what was the potential that she saw in women; what did she envision a woman could become? 

First, she envisioned a noble character.  A woman of God, one who will be an influence for good on all around her, will be truly converted and deeply committed. 
(OH-9, PP 17/18) Women of firm principle and dedicated character are needed, women who believe that we are indeed living in the last days, and that we have the last solemn message of warning to be given to the world.  They should feel that they are engaged in an important work in spreading the rays of light which Heaven has shed upon them.  Nothing will deter this class from their duty.  Nothing will discourage them in the work.  They have faith to work for time and for eternity.  They fear God, and will not be diverted from the work by the temptation of lucrative situations and attractive prospects.  The Sabbath of the fourth commandment is sacredly kept by them, because God has placed His sanctity upon it, and has bidden them to keep it holy.  They will preserve their integrity at any cost to themselves . . .  These are the ones who will correctly represent our faith, whose words will be fitly spoken, like apples of gold in pictures of silver. . . . Sisters, God calls you to work in the harvest field and help gather in the sheaves.
~Review and Herald, Dec. 19, 1878.
(Daughters of God, p. 17)
(OH-10, PP 19/20) All who work for God should have the Martha and the Mary attributes blended—a willingness to minister, and a sincere love of the truth.  Self and selfishness must be put out of sight.  God calls for earnest women workers, workers who are prudent, warmhearted, tender, and true to principle.  He calls for persevering women, who will take their minds from self and their personal convenience, and will center them on Christ, speaking words of truth, praying with the persons to whom they can obtain access, laboring for the conversion of souls.
~Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 118.  (1900)

To truly do her best work for God, a woman has a responsibility to develop not only her character, but also her mental powers.  Ellen White believed women ought not to waste their minds by letting them become bound to small things.  While there is a duty to apply oneself to dusting and sewing, doing those tasks with excellence “as unto the Lord,” it is not the greatest or the most urgent duty.  The mind needs to be engaged in the issues of salvation, and on pondering the marvels of grace.  God made women with minds and intelligence. This cultivated intelligence may be an attraction and influence to the world in favor of her faith.

(OH-11, PP 21) Why should not women cultivate the intellect?  Why should they not answer the purpose of God in their existence?  Why may they not understand their own powers, and realizing that these powers are given of God, strive to make use of them to the fullest extent in doing good to others, in advancing the work of reform, of truth and real goodness in the world?  Satan knows that women have a power of influence for good or for evil; therefore he seeks to enlist them in his cause.
~Good Health, June, 1880.
(Daughters of God, p. 52)
(OH-12, PP 22) Our sisters, the youth, the middle-aged, and those of advanced years, may act a part in the closing work for this time; and in doing this as they have opportunity, they will obtain an experience of the highest value to themselves.  In forgetfulness of self, they will grow in grace.  By training the mind in this direction, they will learn how to bear burdens for Jesus.
~Review and Herald, Jan. 2, 1879.
(Daughters of God, 152)
The potential and influence of a Christian woman, as Ellen White envisioned it, is immense.  The very fact that there is a converted woman in the vicinity will be a power for good in the place where she lives, and the witness of that woman, when she shares her faith, will be multiplied many times.  This is what a woman can be—an intelligent, loving worker for good, full of the grace of God, and bringing life to all around her.  This is the ideal we look to today to understand our own potential.  How might a woman like this make a difference in your home, work, church, or community?  How might God use someone like this where you live?  How might He want to use your life? 

Discussion Questions: Direct group participants to open their handout and look over the quotations and discuss the first set of questions. You may read the questions through to the entire group to get them started.  Indicate how much time is allowed.  This first discussion is foundational, but the later ones are where the ideas are generated.  Invite a spokesperson from one or more groups (according to time) to briefly report discussion summary to the entire group.

Thought Questions  #1
1. Why is it so important that women use their influence for the cause of God?

2. List the characteristics of an effective Christian woman as mentioned in these statements.  Can you think of others which Ellen White emphasized in her writings?

3. Is this description of the Christian woman a requirement to live up to, or a promise of your potential?  Explain your answer.

Mission to the Family 
As a Wife

Marriage, one of the perfect creations of God, was meant to be a blessing to the human race, and improve the lives of the married ones (ST, August 30, 1899).    Within the marriage, the role of the wife is one of dignity and importance, and she has a great deal of influence on the life of her husband.  She is his companion, his coworker, and his equal (Christian Temperance and Bible Hygiene, p 11).  Ellen White urged many women whose husbands were working for the church to partner with them in their tasks.  She made it clear that God’s ideal for marriage is a loving partnership, in which each respects and cooperates with the other, out of love for each other and for God.

(OH-13, PP23/24/25) The two who unite their interest in life will have distinct characteristics and individual responsibilities.  Each one will have his or her work, but women are not to be valued by the amount of work they can do as are beasts of burden.  The wife is to grace the family circle as a wife and companion to a wise husband.  At every step she should inquire “Is this the standard of true womanhood?” and “How shall I make my influence Christlike in my home?” The husband should let his wife know that he appreciates her work.

The wife is to respect her husband.  The husband is to love and cherish his wife; and as their marriage vow unites them as one, so their belief in Christ should make them one in Him.  What can be more pleasing to God than to see those who enter into the marriage relation seek together to learn of Jesus and to become more and more imbued with His Spirit?
~Adventist Home, p. 114 (1899)

(OH-14, PP 26) Neither the husband nor the wife should merge his or her individuality in that of the other.  Each has a personal relation to God.  Of Him each is to ask, “What is right?” “What is wrong?” “How may I best fulfill life’s purpose?”  Let the wealth of your affection flow forth to Him who gave His life for you.  Make Christ first and last and best in everything.  As your love for Him becomes deeper and stronger, your love for each other will be purified and strengthened.
~RH, December 10, 1908.
(Daughters of God, p. 182)
One of the most valuable roles of the wife is in the operation of the household.  Ellen White was clear that it was the duty of every wife to manage her own home efficiently.  This job must be done, and it must be done faithfully, with an awareness that one is working for God’s kingdom in the small things just as much as in the large.  Mrs. White spent time discussing the minute aspects and details involved in running a home because she thought them important, and wanted others to take them seriously and not to undervalue such labor.  “It takes thought and care to make good bread,” she states, “but there is more religion in a loaf of good bread than many think” (Ministry of Healing, p. 302). The running of an efficient and loving household is an incredibly valuable task, not only for the effect it has on those who live there, but it also affects those whom the inhabitants meet in their daily lives.

(OH-15, PP 27) One well-ordered, well-disciplined family tells more in behalf of Christianity than all the sermons that can be preached.  Such a family gives evidence that the parents have been successful in following God’s directions, and that their children will serve Him in the church.  Their influence grows; for as they impart, they receive to impart again. . . . The neighborhood in which they live is helped, for in it they have become enriched for time and for eternity.  
~Review and Herald, June 6, 1899.
(Adventist Home, p. 32) 
While valuing women’s domestic role, Ellen White was clear that a woman must not allow herself to become a slave to housekeeping.  One of the issues she urged upon all women with domestic duties was not to have their lives dictated by those duties.  The home and its furnishings should serve the family, not the other way around (See Adventist Home, 150-155.)  The wife and mother ought not to allow her family to think of her as a servant whose purpose is only to clean up after them.  To do this would be to throw away the dignity she ought to possess (HR, June 1, 1877). Therefore, she must use intelligence as much as diligence, arranging her time and her work so that her hours are not eaten up in dusting and cleaning (The Youth’s Instructor, Jan. 28, 1897).
Why was this so important?  Because Ellen White believed that there was a better and more important work for a woman to engage in.  Objects, though they may be necessary and must be taken care of in order to make a home pleasantly livable, should not be the substance of a woman’s life.  Women must also give their labors to eternal things.  God intends women to be involved in the great task of winning the world to Him, both inside and outside of their homes.  The first, most apparent duty in this line is the mother’s duty to her children.

Discussion Questions: Direct group participants to Discussion Questions #2 on their handout.  Judge the time allotted by your progress in the material.  Select a spokesperson from one or more groups (according to time) to briefly report discussion summary to the entire group.

Thought Questions # 2
1. For what purpose, judging from these quotations, did God design that men and women should be married?  What is important for a successful marriage?  How does marriage help to spread the gospel?

2. What is the value of housework, according to what we have discussed, and what is its danger?  How can modern women manage their homes well and still save time for larger tasks?

As a Mother 
The importance of the role of mother in the work of God must never be underestimated.  Ellen White often compared it to that of the minister or other gospel worker (See the Adventist Home, pages 264-269) to emphasize to her readers that forming characters is an issue of salvation.  The raising of children is a sacred trust which must not under any circumstances be neglected.  To fail in raising her children to be Christians because she is too busy trying to convert others is to miss her high calling.  The mother of young children must not accept any outside responsibility that will hinder her in raising her children.

(OH-16, PP 28) We may safely say that the distinctive duties of woman are more sacred, more holy, than those of man.  Let woman realize the sacredness of her work and in the strength and fear of God take up her life mission.  Let her educate her children for usefulness in this world and for a home in the better world.
~Christian Temperance and Bible Hygiene, p.77 
(Adventist Home, p 231)

(OH-17, PP 29) The king upon his throne has no higher work than has the mother.  The mother is queen of her household.  She has in her power the molding of her children’s characters, that they may be fitted for the higher, immortal life.  An angel could not ask for a higher mission; for in doing this work she is doing service for God.  Let her only realize the high character of her task, and it will inspire her with courage.  Let her realize the worth of her work and put on the whole armor of God, that she may resist the temptation to conform to the world’s standard.  Her work is for time and for eternity.
~Signs of the Times, March 16, 1891 (Adventist Home, 232).
(OH-18, PP 30) If you ignore your duty as a wife and mother and hold out your hands for the Lord to put another class of work in them, be sure that He will not contradict Himself; He points you to the duty you have to do at home.  If you have the idea that some work greater and holier than this has been entrusted to you, you are under a deception.  By faithfulness in your own home, working for the souls of those who are nearest to you, you may be gaining a fitness to work for Christ in a wider field.  But be sure that those who are neglectful of their duty in the home circle are not prepared to work for other souls.
~Review and Herald, July 9, 1901. (Adventist Home, 245)
But notice something about this statement.  While it clearly prioritizes home duties for the wife and mother of children, the reason is not because these are woman’s only duties. Instead, the home duties may better prepare the woman for other work in “a wider field.”  Having done her work faithfully at home, she has an advantage when it comes time to witness.  While a Christian woman must be faithful in her home and family, she is not confined to them.  Or perhaps we should say that she is not intended to confine her influence for good only to her family.  Ellen White’s view appears to be that a woman’s place is wherever she may do good for God, prioritizing her obligations.  If she has taken on the obligations of marriage and a family, these are her first work.  But she must not consider them her only work if God leads her to accomplish other things as well.

(OH-19, PP 31/32) Wives and mothers should in no case neglect their husbands and children; but they can do much without neglecting home duties, and all have not these responsibilities.
~ST, September 16, 1889. (Daughters of God, p. 18)
The Christian mother’s sphere of usefulness should not be narrowed by her domestic life.  The salutary influence which she exerts in the home circle she may and will make felt in more widespread usefulness in her neighborhood and in the church of God.  Home is not a prison to the devoted wife and mother.
~Pacific Health Journal, June, 1890 (Adventist Home 236).

Two other spheres of usefulness are mentioned here —in the neighborhood and in the church.  Ellen White saw the converted Christian woman as both a missionary to her community and a laborer in her church family.  
Discussion Questions: Direct group participants to Discussion Questions #3 in their handout.  Choose a spokesperson from one or more groups (according to time) to briefly report discussion summary to the entire group.

Thought Question # 3
1. Why did Ellen White place such emphasis on raising children?  How is that task related to evangelism?  We have read that women must not neglect home duties for church involvement, nor should they be limited to home duties.  How can one know when those duties are balanced? 
Mission to the World

This missionary work was not simply meant to be the influence of a good life—Ellen White envisioned deliberate, thoughtful outreach to one’s neighbors.  This calling, or ministry, is to be taken very seriously.
Ellen White advocated both education and organization for the women who would be spreading the gospel.  She speaks of “regular, organized companies instructed intelligently” in how to do this work (See page 4, OH 3).  This means she was envisioning a cooperative effort.  In Ellen White’s time, women met together in prayer groups, and in missionary and tract societies, sending letters and literature to individuals for whom they were concerned.  In these groups, women usually reported what they had been doing since the last meeting in order to witness to others.  There was an opportunity for questions and encouragement.
A Special Work for Women 
Ellen White believed that women have unique advantages in reaching out to others.  She intended that women use their special gifts for winning others for Christ.  For example, women’s access to families can be used as a means for personal ministry.  Woman can more easily approach other women, using domestic issues as an “entering wedge,” and make friends with this approach.  She may also offer domestic aid or mentoring, or come to the help of a family in difficult circumstances. In witnessing to one’s neighbors, Ellen White modeled approaching them first with friendship and help for their needs.  Married or single, a woman has a natural bridge to help her make friends through her interest in another woman’s home and family.  Ellen White believed that that bridge was a valuable tool for building relationships and reaching hearts.  As a neighbor helping a neighbor, or a woman helping other women and families, the Christian woman may get to know people whom her pastor could not.  And by caring for their needs, she has built a bond that gives her great influence with them.  Now, when she begins to share her faith, these people are far more likely to listen.
(OH-20, PP 33/34) We greatly need consecrated women who, as messengers of mercy, shall visit the mothers and the children in their homes, and help them in the everyday household duties, if need be, before beginning to talk to them regarding the truth for this time.  You will find that by this method you will have souls as the result of your ministry.
~Review and Herald, July 12, 1906 (Daughters of God, p. 228)
(OH-21, PP 35) The sisters can do much to reach the heart and make it tender.  Wherever you are, my sisters, work in simplicity.  If you are in a home where there are children, show an interest in them.  Let them see that you love them.  If one is sick, offer to give him treatment; help the careworn, anxious mother to relieve her suffering child.
~Review and Herald, Nov. 11, 1902 (Daughters of God, p. 115)
(OH-22, PP 36) The Lord has a work for women as well as for men.  They may take their places in His work at this crisis, and He will work through them.  If they are imbued with a sense of their duty, and labor under the influence of the Holy Spirit, they will have just the self-possession required for this time.  The Savior will reflect upon these self-sacrificing women in the light of His countenance, and will give them a power that exceeds that of men.  They can do in families a work that men cannot do, a work that reaches the inner life.  They can come close to the hearts of those whom men cannot reach.  Their labor is needed.
~Review and Herald, Aug. 26, 1902 (Daughters of God, p. 19)
(OH-23, PP 37) We are lacking in deeds of sympathy and benevolence, in sacred and social ministering to the needy, the oppressed, and the suffering.  Women who can work are needed now, women who are not self-important, but meek and lowly of heart, who will work with the meekness of Christ wherever they can find work to do for the salvation of souls.
~Review and Herald, Jan 2, 1879. (Daughters of God, p. 19)
In addition to family ministry, women have a special ability to witness to other women and to help them in their Christian experience.  For this reason, Ellen White often urged the wives of church workers to work alongside them, so that the women and families could be reached more effectively (Letter 142, 1909). In evangelism a woman may have advantages of communicating with and understanding other women more easily and being trusted by them more readily.  As a woman, she may organize and train other women, counsel women who have difficulties, and act as a mother, sister, or even daughter figure for them.  She is freer than a man could be to build close relationships with them.

Discussion Questions: Direct group participants to Discussion Questions #4 in their handout.  Invite a spokesperson from one or more groups (according to time) to briefly report discussion summary to the entire group.

Thought Question # 4
1. In what areas do lay women today have an advantage over ministers in reaching individuals?  What kind of acts of service could one do for neighbors where you live?  How does this principle carry over to the workplace?

Sharing the Work
We saw before that there were two spheres in which Ellen White believed women ought to extend their influence outside the home.  One was in missionary work.  The other is in service for the church.  Women, as well as men, are needed in the main body of the labors of the church, with the support of all levels of church leadership to make them more effective.

(OH-24, PP 38/39) When a great and decisive work is to be done, God chooses men and women to do this work, and it will feel the loss if the talents of both are not combined.
~Letter 77, 1898. (Evangelism, p. 470)
As God created both men and women in His image, He will also fit both men and women to represent Him to a dying world.  Ellen White saw women involved in all areas of the church’s mission, but especially in outreach.  With so much work to be done, she greatly valued the hard-working women who filled in the gaps where ministers would not or could not do all that was needed.  In many cases, this turned out to be the work of house-to-house visiting, which she considered was less pleasant and more taxing than public ministry, but often more productive. (Manuscript 149, 1899; 5MR 325, 325; Letter 95, 1896.) 

(OH 25, PP 40)There are women who should labor in the gospel ministry.  In many respects they would do more good than the ministers who neglect to visit the flock of God.
~Manuscript 43a, 1898 (Daughters of God, p. 202)
(OH-26, PP 41) There are women who are especially adapted for the work of giving Bible readings, and they are very successful in presenting the Word of God in its simplicity to others.  They become a great blessing in reaching mothers and their daughters.  This is a sacred work, and those engaged in it should receive encouragement.      ~Letter 108, 1910. (Daughters of God, p, 228)
(OH-27, PP 42/43) In the various branches of the work of God’s cause, there is a wide field in which our sisters may do good service for the Master.  Many lines of missionary work are neglected.  In the different churches, much work which is often left undone or done imperfectly, could be well accomplished by the help that our sisters, if properly instructed, can give.  Through various lines of home missionary effort they can reach a class that is not reached by our ministers.  Among the noble women who have had the moral courage to decide in favor of the truth for this time are many who have tact, perception, and good ability, and who may make successful workers.  The labors of such Christian women are needed.
~Review and Herald, Dec. 10, 1914 (Evangelism, p. 466)
In addition, she believed there were women with special talents for tasks like personal witnessing, Bible work, visitation, and public ministry.  Her statements are instructive to us:  

(OH-28, PP 44/45) Women can be the instruments of righteousness, rendering holy service.  It was Mary that first preached a risen Jesus. . . . If there were twenty women where now there is one, who would make this holy mission their cherished work, we should see many more converted to the truth.  The refining, softening influence of Christian women is needed in the great work of preaching the truth.  The Lord of the Vineyard is saying to many women who are now doing nothing, “Why stand ye here all day idle?’  Zealous and continued diligence in our sisters toiling for the spread of the truth would be wholly successful, and would astonish us with its results.
~Review and Herald, Jan 2, 1879. (Daughters of God, p. 18)
(OH-29, PP 46) There should be selected for the work wise, consecrated men who can do a good work in reaching souls.  Women also should be chosen who can present the truth in a clear, intelligent, straightforward manner. We need among us laborers who see the need of a deep work of grace to be done in hearts; and such should be encouraged to engage in earnest missionary effort.
~Letter 54, 1909. (Evangelism, p. 472)
(OH-30, PP 47) Sister R and Sister W are doing just as efficient work as the ministers; and some meetings when the ministers are all called away, Sister W takes the Bible and addresses the congregation.
~Letter 169, 1900. (Evangelism, p. 473)
(OH-31, PP 48) Teach this, my sister.  You have many ways opened before you.  Address the crowd whenever you can by any association that can be made the means of introducing the leaven to the meal.  Every man and every woman has a work to do for the Master.  Personal consecration and sanctification to God will accomplish, through the most simple methods, more than the most imposing display.
~Review and Herald, May 9, 1899. (Evangelism, p. 473)
(OH-32, PP 49) Women who are willing to consecrate some of their time to the service of the Lord should be appointed to visit the sick, look after the young, and minister to the necessities of the poor.  They should be set apart to this work by prayer and the laying on of hands.  In some cases they will need to counsel with the church officers or the minister; but if they are devoted women, maintaining a vital connection with God, they will be a power for good in the church.  
~Review and Herald, July 9, 1895. (Daughters of God, p. 102)
There are various tasks you see mentioned or alluded to here.  The last statement seems to be referring to the kind of work done by the New Testament deacons (and, presumably, deaconesses).  The first speaks of preaching, and the second to last is certainly public evangelism.  The others, speaking of presenting truth to others, may be referring to one-to-one witnessing, such as giving Bible studies.  

Discussion Questions: Direct group participants to Discussion Questions #5 in their handout.  Select a spokesperson from one or more groups (according to time) to briefly report discussion summary to the entire group.

Thought Questions # 5
1. Why did Ellen White say that God intends to combine the talents of both men and women when there is an important work to be done?  

2. How can the church maximize the advantages of involving both men and women.
3. What kind of outreach were women doing in Ellen White’s time?  What ministry opportunities are available to women today?

4. What opportunities are available for personal witnessing?  

5. How can Christian women support and help each other in their witnessing today?
Ellen White’s Own Example

How did Ellen White model these principles in her own life?  What was she like as a person?  By all accounts, she was a devoted wife, mother, and grandmother.  When she was called away from her children to do public ministry, she wrote them often.  Her letters tell of her love for each child, interesting things she observed on her journeys, and her desire that they develop characters like Jesus.  When at home, Ellen White organized sewing bees and knitted stockings to help the less fortunate.  She planted vegetable and flower gardens and showed the poor how to cultivate the soil.  She shared her garden and orchard produce with others.  Often she traveled long distances with her horse and buggy to deliver homemade bread or homegrown vegetables to her neighbors. She practiced careful economy so that even when her resources were meager, she could share with those in need.

She was hospitable and invited so many guests home for dinner that her family sometimes called their home The Hotel!  She and her husband James took orphans and needy students into their home for weeks, months, sometimes even years.  She worked with the community on projects to benefit the poor and was active in the Women’s Christian Temperance Union.  Ellen White was often invited to speak to non-Adventist gatherings, sometimes addressing as many as 20,000 persons without a microphone!

Leading men and women, boys and girls, to Jesus is always the central theme of both Ellen White’s writings and of her long life of service to others.  She is a worthy example of Christian womanhood.
Conclusion
We are still in the midst of a war—the war which Ellen White called “the Great Controversy.” Men and women are presented with God’s offer of eternal life, surrounded by an enemy who doesn’t want them to understand or accept it.  You and I live in the final stages of this war.  And when we see our lives in that context, it is easier to understand the urgency behind the statements we have just read—it becomes plain why Ellen White was more concerned over the great need of workers than over justifying the roles of women.  As women we can see that the need is greater today than ever.  Today the call to give our energies for God is greater than at any time in earth’s history.  Fortunately, in most parts of the world we no longer face the cultural bias against women that existed in Ellen White’s day. So now we have no excuse.
(OH 33, PP 50)

This brings us to the real purpose of our seminar today:  How will we respond to this call to ministry?  What opportunities do we have personally to reach others for God?  What one thing can you do to begin, or improve, sharing your faith with others? 

The last questions in our presentation today are for each of you to answer individually in your handout on page 11. These are important thought questions and they want prayerful consideration.  I’m going to give a few minutes now for each of you to think—probably you’ll want to pray a little, too and answer these questions on the paper.  Your answers are the real purpose of our seminar today.  

Read Personal Response Questions in handout once or twice, and allow time for answering.  This is a good opportunity for the presenter to spend time praying for the participants!  

Has everyone had a chance to think, and to write something down?  If you feel the questions aren’t fully answered, that’s okay—just as long as you keep praying over them after you leave here.  But now what I would like you to do is to split up into pairs and share some of what you wrote with each other.  Especially, share what you see as something specific you can do to witness to others.  And after you’ve shared, I’d like you to pray for each other in pairs, so each of you is prayed for specifically by name.  Let’s take five minutes to do that. 

After the five minutes, or when most of the group appears to be finished, call their attention back to the front.  
Praise God that He gives us such a wonderful gospel to share!  Praise God that He wants women—you and me, to work by His side to save men and women, boys and girls!  Isn’t He marvelous?  Let’s pray.  
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