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Writing with a Purpose
Guidelines that will help you shape your testimony:
· Begin with an attention-getting sentence or incident.
· Be positive from start to finish.
· Be specific. Give enough detail to arouse interest.
· Be realistic. Do not imply that Christ removes all of life’s problems, but rather that He walks with you through them.
· Use one or two scripture verses, but only where they would directly relate to your experience and fit in naturally.
· Edit and rewrite as needed. Consider writing your first draft and setting it aside for a day so you can go back to it with a fresh perspective.
· Write a conclusion that makes your testimony sound finished and complete. There are certain things you should filter from your story to avoid detracting from its essential message. 
· Don’t harshly criticize the church, organizations or other people.
· Be careful not to glamorize how “bad” you used to be.
· Steer clear of vague terms such as “joyful,” “peaceful,” “happy,” or “changed” unless you explain in a concrete way what you mean
· Do not use Christian jargon such as “saved,” “convicted,” “born again,” “sin,” or “repentance” without clarification.
Effective Feature Writing

Scientific and technical writers use all of the writer’s weapons to make their articles as interesting as they are important. The following is an excerpt from a Time magazine about two pilots, Dick Rutan and Jeana Yeager, who had flown an experimental aircraft, Voyager, for four and one-half days, and more than 11,600 miles without stopping for refueling, and who planned to fly the plane around the world nonstop. Writer Michael D. Lemonick began the article with an anecdote about the flight, but soon had to describe some of the unique technical articles of the aircraft. The story could have become dull or confusing at this point, but Lemonick’s writing glistens and carries the reader through the section. It is a study in clarity and in making potentially dull material intriguing.


But the mission’s undisputed star was Voyager, a distinctive, almost ethereal craft, whose shell weighs only 938 lbs.; add engines and other equipment, and it is still shy of a ton—lighter than most

small cars. The rest of its takeoff weight of nearly 6,200 lbs. (which

will be closer to 12,000 lbs. for the around-the-world flight) is


mostly fuel, distributed evenly in 17 tanks, located in the wings, 


fuselage and “outriggers” that flank the cabin.

Voyager began life in 1981 as a sketch on a napkin at the

weather-beaten Mojave Inn, near the airport. The sketcher was


Burt Rutan, 43, an engineer with an established reputation for


building quirky-looking but aerodynamically ingenious planes. With


his brother Dick and Jeana Yeager (no relation, believes Jeana, to


famous Test Pilot Chuck), Rutan had decided to attempt the 


around-the-world flight.

The key to such a marathon would clearly be a lightweight,


efficient, flying fuel tank. Eighteen months and many sketches later,


when the Voyager assumed its basic shape, it was a textbook

example of featherweight design and construction. The shell is made from quarter-inch thick panels of hexcel honeycomb, a resin-coated, paper-like polymer, covered with graphite fibers embedded in epoxy. The panels weighed just 4 oz. per sq. ft. but have remarkable tensile strength; the ends of the craft’s thin, 110-ft. single wing can flex up and down as much as 35 ft. without breaking.

~Effective Communications Group, 

309 Windsor Terrace, Ridgewood NJ 07450

How to write something editors will accept:

1. Use the active voice. Avoid “is,” “was,” and “to be”
2. Be accurate, spell correctly. Fortunately, there is a program called “Spell Check” and if you can distinguish between red and black, you know you’ve spelled a word wrong!
3. Don’t say it in five words if it can be said in three.
One writer says he forgot this rule and accumulated the nation’s largest collection of rejection notices. The simplest writing is the best because it has the widest appeal. Simple things are grasped more quickly, even if the person holds a high I. Q., they are understood more readily and retained longer. If you have to read a sentence twice to seize its meaning, the author has fallen down on the job.

Here’s an example of a writer who illustrates this point: “As a matter of fact, it would seem to me that it would be advisable if we could suggest that as a matter of consideration it would be better to change the time for the seminar, but on the other hand, it seems that it will be very unlikely if such a thing will ever happen.”
4. Have a good lead. The lead traps the reader’s interest and keeps them reading. One editor says that he reads the first three paragraphs to decide the worth of an article. Short, punchy beginnings help the reader to grasp the story quickly.

How about this one? “When I was 10 or 11, my father gave me a wonderful gift. It was a gift that changed me and has stayed with me to this day” (by W. G. Johnsson, Adventist Review, January 2004, pp 17-20)
5. Your article must have impact on the reader—shock, visual imagery that lasts, things that cause a life change, humor.

Here’s one: “Don’t get me wrong. I love children. But not when they make me look stupid. It happens a lot these days. When I’m programming a VCR. When I’m hooking up the stereo. When I’m fighting with my PC. Whatever the technical challenge at hand, there’s usually a cherubic eight-year-old nearby with a superior smirk on her face eager to offer solutions the second I’m ready to admit defeat.”
6.  Strong visual imagery is important. Jesus used parables and stories. Paint a picture as you begin, use simple description, or start with a story. 

“I took up hiking this summer. Not as a simple, carefree Saturday-afternoon-to-the-birdbath-and-back kind of hobby, but obsessively. Compulsively. Steeply.

“I can’t explain how it happened exactly. One day I was little more than a fully credentialed couch potato, the kind who shouts for the remote, droves to the mailbox and pretends golf is a sport. The next I was buying Power Bars, Band-aids and bear repellant, and had life-size topographical maps spread out on any flat surface. I hiked every weekend for the next two months. I wallowed in it. I get out of breath just talking about it.”

7.  Use a lot of periods—short sentences mixed with longer ones. And use exclamation points very sparingly.
8.  Avoid “foggy” writing—above people’s heads so that when they read they don’t know what they’ve read. Here is an example from a commencement address in one of our colleges: 

“Today, fond memories will for all time be enshrined within the sanctuary of many a heart, and the forlorn sense of imminent separation, which now insinuates your consciousness, is compensated only by the supreme urgency implicit in your air which rings with challenge, reverberates with resolution, quickens the pulse of anticipation, and elevates the temperature of impatience in all those possessed of a crucial sense of mission. (And, that’s all one sentence!)
9. Have a link when moving from one part to another or one place to another in a story. Don’t jar the reader into another scene or to another subject. Ten per cent of the story is the introduction, hook or lead; 85 per cent contains the body of the article, five per cent brings the reader into the conclusion.
10. Writing impacts. Write so you provide some kind of benefit to the reader—you may inform, instruct, connect, persuade, inspire or bring about change in some way.
11. Let conversation speak for itself. Let the person’s words you are quoting be angry instead of “he said angrily,” or let the words console rather than “she said consolingly.”
12. Where possible, change phrases to simple verbs.
· Holds a belief—say, “believes”

· Exhibits a tendency—say, “tends”

· Comes into conflict—say, “conflicts”

· Gives consideration to—say, “considers”

· Makes an attempt—say “attempts”
13. Use vigorous modifiers (crisp presentation, tiny raise, baffling instructions), not lazy ones (great success, very good, awfully nice)
14. Shun adjectives and adverbs unless they strengthen your piece.
15. You may wish to send a query letter to the editor of the magazine just in case the topic has already been discussed in recent months, or the topic is something the editor isn’t too excited about.
Phrases from magazine advertisements:
Examining advertisements in magazines such as Time and Newsweek and making a list of the phases and words they use will give you an idea about the vocabulary and thought-sharing trends currently in vogue
· What’s next is now

· Larger than life reputation for generosity

· Take a deep breath and say Ahhh

· Does the mere thought of investing scare you silly?

· The country is so short on big things—heroes, villains, conflicts—that we’ve had to inflate little things and pretend they’re big.

· Suspend your disbelief

· Livelier, more appealing

· Strategic

· Threshold

· Diverse

· Bonding

· Like all other churches, the Seventh-day Adventist church is different

· Outer space is like the high-seas; outside territorial waters everyone has a right to express himself as he wishes.

· Not easily categorized

· Embrace the adventure and promise of life

· Room for your spirit to soar

· Remove the barriers

· Weather forecast for tonight—dark

Ten critical trends impacting Christian publishers today
1) The cost of publishing just keeps going up. Publications and articles need to have a sharp vision. Is it necessary?

2) The time readers spend reading publications and articles keeps going down. Reading is no longer confined to paper.

3) Interactivity. Can print survive as a status experience?

4) Communication is becoming increasingly visual. Design is every bit as much the communication process as the words.

5) Aging boomers/aging busters

6) Men’s movement/women’s movement

7) The call to racial reconciliation

8) The interest in the international market. Americans are becoming more isolationist. Churches are becoming more isolationist.

9) Increased need for community. There is a growing demand on the part of readers for more of a sense of community in publications. Magazines are going to be seen as an oasis from a fragmented culture, a place where the readers’ view is valued, where counsel, compassion, and understanding are given.

10) The increased interest in spiritual things

Good Writing Suggestions
1. Place yourself in the background

2. Write in a way that comes naturally

3. Work from a suitable design (outline)

4. Write with nouns and verbs

5. Revise and rewrite

6. Do not overwrite

7. Do not overstate

8. Avoid the use of qualifiers

9. Do not affect a breezy manner

10. Use orthodox spelling

11. Do not explain too much

12. Do not construct awkward adverbs

13. Make sure the reader knows who is speaking

14. Avoid fancy words

15. Do not use dialect unless your ear is good

16. Be clear

17. Do not inject opinion

18. Use figures of speech sparingly 

19. Do not take shortcuts at the cost of clarity

20. Avoid foreign languages

21. Prefer the standard to the offbeat

“But,” you may ask, “what if it comes naturally to me to experiment rather than to conform? What if I am a pioneer, or even a genius?”

Then be one. But do not forget that what may seem like pioneering may be merely evasion, or laziness—the disinclination to submit to discipline. Writing good standard English is no cinch.
Writing Activities

The following are some ideas for writing activities (maybe for practicing your writing skills):

· Rewrite the ending to a story or a play describing the characters or actions that took place after the literary piece ended.

· Write an exchange of letters between characters from different books, plays, or poems.

· Write a newspaper account of a major event from a book you have been reading.

· Write a poem based on the mood, images, or feelings aroused by what you are reading. 

· Write a story based on a play, using your sense of the play to fill in the physical description of people and places left undeveloped in dramatic form.

Writing—Though writing is often thought of as a way of putting things together after reading, writing can provide an excellent way to gain control of ideas as you read and log your reactions.

1. A reading log—Keep a journal of reactions, projections, imaginings and reflections as you read.

2. Writes and additions—Write the final chapter of the book before you read it; or rewrite sections that you would like to change; or add chapters or sections.

3. Diaries and letters—Choose a character that you would like to be and write that person’s running account of what is happening to them as a story progresses through a diary or letters to a friend.

More writing activities

· Write about your lifestyle and values
· Compare the values of your own time to those of another period
· Bring together characters from literary works from different periods in an imaginative situation and write about the interaction.
· Write a biography of your favorite person
· Choose a current issue that your favorite person might be interested and write a position paper on the topic from that person’s point of view.

Suggestions for using specific, concrete, powerful words:
1. Power words are short.

2. Power words are specific.

3. Power words are honest.

4. Power words are appropriate.

5. Power words are active.

6. Power words are dense.

7. Power words are familiar.

8. Power words are unexpected.

Replace the underlined words in the following sentences with most powerful words.

1. I discovered what I was looking for.

2. The drunk fell into the gutter.

3. Waldo knew that the commonwealth would make him pay for his crimes.

4. A man has just entered the room in which I am writing this article

5. A snake is in the garden.

6. The talk between the girls was animated.

7. When I finally caught up with Abraham Trahearne, he was drinking beer with an alcoholic dog named Fireball  Roberts.

8. Mr. Jones has just passed away.

9. The shirt is not quite what I wanted.
10. Senator Craig is planning to run in 1984.

11. A grandfather clock was in one corner.

12. Three books were on the table.

13. The smell of cigar smoke was in the air.

14. Sixty thousand people are in the stadium.

15. A little boy was at the end of the line.

16. In the event of rain, cancel the picnic.

17. It can be argued that summer is more fun than winter.

18. When television was just passing the stage of being something new in American homes, something important happened.

19. The TV set introduced people they didn’t know to viewers.

20. The electronic box was on its way to becoming something that would be seen everywhere.

21. Move your coat.
22. The coat is wet.

23. He remembered that the pieces of his dreams didn’t always melt away.

Transitions

Transitions and connecting links are needed in writing. In the sample below, the transitional elements are underlined. 

When the grave was finished, the wasp returned to the tarantula to complete her ghastly enterprise. First, she feels it over once more with her antennae. Then her behavior becomes more aggressive. She bends her abdomen, protruding her sting, and searches for the soft membrane at the point where the spider’s legs join onto its body—the only spot where she can penetrate the horny skeleton. From time to time, as the exasperated spider slowly shifts ground, the wasp turns on her back and slides along with the aid of her wings, trying to get under the tarantula for a shot at the vital spot. During all this maneuvering, which can last for several minutes, the tarantula makes no move to save itself. Finally, the wasp corners it against some obstruction and grasps one of its legs in her powerful jaws. Now at last the harassed spider tries a desperate but vain defense. The two contestants roll over and over on the ground. It is a terrifying sight and the outcome is always the same. The wasp finally manages to thrust her sting into the soft spot and holds it there for a few seconds while she pumps in the poison. Almost immediately the tarantula falls on its back, paralyzed. Its legs stop twitching; its heart stops beating. Yet it is not dead, as is shown by the fact that if taken from the wasp it could be restored to some sensitivity by being kept in a moist chamber for several months.

After paralyzing the tarantula, the wasp cleans herself. . . .

Some words and phrases and commonly used for transitions are:

in addition

moreover

furthermore

however

nevertheless

on the other hand
for example

as an illustration

in other words

similarly

therefore

consequently

as a result

likewise

besides

namely

The numbers, first, second, etc., are also used as connectives as well as next and finally. Conjunctions also function as connectors (an, but, for, or, nor, yet).
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