· Clear thinking. 

· Sufficient time to think the story or article through and then write it down.

· Reading for stimulation. 

· Meaningful writing—not artificial.

· Interest. All the time in the world won’t help if there is nothing to write about. Some of the reasons for writing include: sending messages, keeping records, expressing feelings, or relaying information.

· Practice. And more practice.

· Revising. What can make it clearer, more descriptive, more concise, for instance.

“Put it before them briefly so they will read it, clearly so they will appreciate it, picturesquely so they will remember it and, above all, accurately so they will be guided by its light.”
~~John Pulitzer

Finding ideas:

Consider relationships:

· Friendship

· Marriage

· Parenting

· Parents

· Communication

· Solving problems

Growth:

· Managing stress

· Emotional problems



· Goals

· Resolving problems from the past

· Physical fitness

· Nutrition

· Character weaknesses (hot temper, self-pity, laziness)

· Finances

· Organization

· Leadership

· Outward appearance

· Maintaining a home

· Career choices

· Time management

Angles:

· How to do something easily

· New tools that help us do something better

· How to enjoy something more

· How to change feelings or attitudes about something

· How I worked through 

something

· How someone else worked through something

Religious writing: 
Examples:
· fullness of God  
· kingdom of God, glory of God

· His love has encircled man—


Desire of Ages, p. 113  
· blameless 

Rev.14:5, 1 Corinthians 1:18

· reflections of His image 
· we give God trash and He likes it—He gives us forgiveness and we like it.
The Adventist Review
· Spiritual Food

· Message and Mission

· Diversity

· Reader Interaction

· The Spin

Best Sellers

Review & Herald Publishing

· Doctrinal
· Inspirational

· Theological

· Christian witnessing

· Marriage and family concerns

· Reasons to believe

· Social problems

· Health

· How-to’s 
Best Sellers
Pacific Press

· Fresh, original treatments of Seventh-day Adventist beliefs.

· Fresh material on inspirational and general spiritual topics.

· Practical books of original material on Christian living.
· Dramatic or moving life stories of Adventist individuals.

· Interesting, true, or based-on-truth stories for children, including experiences with animals, mysterious adventures, and Bible stories.

“Writing that inspires is not generally so much a matter of talent as of passion, of a consuming ‘fire in the bones,’ of a driving urgency, an irrepressible excitement about one’s subject matter so contagious that all who are exposed to it catch the author’s own enthusiasm.” 
~~Gerald Wheeler
Articles that inform must have the following:

1. They must convince the reader that you do know how to do it—and you like to do it. 

2. Your article needs to move—bounce right along.

3. You need to get right into the topic. Don’t write a long preface.

4. Make the process short—you’re not writing a book.

5. You need to inspire your readers to want to learn about the topic or want to do whatever it is you are suggesting. Be enthusiastic.

6. Although the article is mainly to inform, to instruct, to describe a process, you should write with a spirit that will inspire the reader to imagine the finished product, be it a changed life or a newly constructed bird house.

Suggestions for writing good descriptions:

1. Individualize the thing described.

2. Make it real.

3. Compress. 

What to avoid in descriptive essay writing:

1. Don’t be vague; don’t use generalities. 

2. Don’t use too much descriptive language. 

3. Don’t include your personal reactions.

Two extremes to avoid in writing a narrative

1. Telling a story, event by event, without including any details and dialogue.

2. Telling a story by telling everything. 
Formula of Nine

1. Telling (exposition)
2. Describing (appearance, 

place that he’s in)
3. Showing (action)
4. Talking (dialogue)
5. Inner thoughts (subjunctive 
viewpoint)
6. Showing what others say to 
him
7. Showing what others say 
about him
8. Showing the reactions of 
others to him
9. Showing his reactions to 
others

How to write a feature:

1.
You’ll want to read and reread the publication for which you want to write. 

2.
You may wish to send a query letter to the editor.
3. A feature story may require adequate research. 

4. You may need to interview one or more of the individuals featured in your proposed article.

How to write a feature:

(Continued)

5. Quotes and short, descriptive paragraphs bring a story to life in the reader’s mind.

6. Be sure that your article is the right length. 

7. Photographs, line drawings, or other graphic illustrations add a certain imagery that just may draw the editor to your story.

“The devotional article should be organized like a nature walk. It should begin at home, lead away from the work-a-day world, provide new insights into the majesty of God, and invite the reader to drink from the river of life. When a reader finishes the article, he should have the breath of Heaven upon him.”

Organizational Plan for a Devotional:
1. Simple to complex 
2. Least important to most important

3. Problem oriented

4. Logical

5. Interrogative
~~Writing for Adventist Magazines
Some questions to ask and answer as you write your testimony:

1. What was your life like before you trusted Jesus Christ as your personal Savior and Lord?
2. How did you come to accept Christ and give Him complete control of your life?

3. What happened after you trusted Christ?

Guidelines that will help you shape your testimony 
1) Begin with an attention-getting sentence or incident.

2) Be positive from start to finish.

3) Be specific. Give enough detail to arouse interest.

4) Be realistic. Do not imply that Christ removes all of life’s problems, but rather that He walks with you through them.

5) Use one or two scripture verses, but only where they would directly relate to your experience and fit in naturally.

6) Edit and rewrite as needed. Consider writing your first draft and setting it aside for a day so you can go back to it with a fresh perspective.

Guidelines that will help you shape your testimony—Cont.

7) Write a conclusion that makes your testimony sound finished and complete. There are certain things you should filter from your story to avoid detracting from its essential message.

8) Don’t harshly criticize the church, organizations, or other people.

9) Be careful not to glamorize how “bad” you used to be.

10) Do not use vague terms such as “joyful,” “peaceful,” “happy,” or “changed” unless you explain in a concrete way what you mean.

11) Do not use Christian jargon such as “saved,” “convicted,” “born again,” “sin,” or “repentance” without clarification.

Site for the Women’s Ministries Devotional book guidelines:
http://wm.gc.adventist.org/Pages/devotional_2.html.

Look for these as you write a news story:
· Timeliness

· Prominence

· Priority

· Consequence

· Helpful

· Human interest

· Conflict
Entertainment 

· What to do after you’ve written your article:
1. Go over it word by word. 

2. Let it sit for a day or two—maybe even a week

3. Does your lead-in still seem strong to you? 

4. Share it with others who know enough to critique and who will tell you the truth about it.

5. Make the changes that the above exercises indicate. 
How to write something editors will reject:
1. Not precisely on the subject of the magazine.
2. Resembled in theme, plot, or situation some story printed recently.

3. Too long or too short for the theme handled, too wordy or lacking necessary detail.
4. Weak in one or more of three essentials: characterization, plot, atmosphere.

5. Expounded some theory that would likely bore the majority of readers.

6. Sloppily written.
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